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Three models dressed in little more than lingerie and crocodile masks crashed the first day of London Fashion Week, brandishing signs protest¬ 
ing about cruelty to crocodiles. The action followed a recent PETA expose of crocodile farms in Vietnam - including two that have supplied skins 
to a tannery owned by Louis Vuitton's parent company LVMH - which revealed that the animals are confined to tiny pits and sometimes hacked 
apart while they're still alive Picture: Adam Gray/SWNS 
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All capital’s cops 
set to carry a gun 

Police leaders will meet mayor over future arming of Met 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

LONDON is moving closer to¬ 
wards all cops carrying guns. As 
their union chief warns “we live 
in dangerous times”, thousands of 
officers in the Met say they are 
now ready to be armed on the beat. 

An internal poll of the members 
of the Met’s Police Federation has 
revealed that almost 60 per cent of 
those who took part are prepared 
to “routinely carry a firearm”. 

With gun crime rising along 
with an increase in the seizure of 


smuggled weapons and the grow¬ 
ing threat of a terrorist attack, 
large numbers of officers are now 
willing to be armed with a pistol 
and an overwhelming majority 
want to at least be armed with a 
Taser. 

The poll reveals that 75 per cent 
of officers surveyed feel that all 
cops in the Met should be issued 
with a Taser while on duty. 

Just under 11,000 officers re¬ 
sponded to the survey on Taser 
and firearms, which ran for three 
weeks in January. 

“As well as indicating that more 


officers should carry a Taser, the 
results show that only six per cent 
of officers feel there is currently 
an adequate amount of gun-carry¬ 
ing officers in the capital,” said a 
spokesman for the police union. 

“Fifty seven per cent of officers 
who responded said they would be 
prepared to carry a gun if the com¬ 
missioner and the Home Secretary 
made a decision that all MPS offi¬ 
cers should routinely carry a 
firearm while on duty.” 

The force is currently increas¬ 
ing the number of authorised 
firearms officers, with an extra 600 


being trained to bring the number 
to 2,800. 

But as an increasing number of 
criminals are turning to carrying 
guns - with almost 700 firearms 
seized by police in the capital last 
year - many officers want to be 
properly equipped for the threats 
they face. And now police leaders 
are to hold talks with the mayor 
of London, Sadiq Khan, to discuss 
the future arming of the Met. 

Ken Marsh, chairman of the 
Metropolitan Police Federation, 
said the results of the poll would 
TURN TO PAGE 3 
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Daltrey hopes charity gigs will 
make sure the kids are alright 


Unprecedented security for Trump: pages 70-7 7 


I HOPE I die before I get old. 
That will always be Roger 
Daltrey’s most memorable 
line. But with The Who 
classics still ringing in his 
ears, the 72-year-old has now 
turned his attention towards sav¬ 
ing lives rather than ending 
them. 

The iconic frontman, who fa¬ 
mously captured the spirit of his 
generation in that era-defining 
track, is putting the music to 
good use and making sure sick 
children enjoy the best years of 
their lives. 

As the Teenage Cancer Trust’s 
honorary patron, Daltrey - now 
a CBE, of course - has been the 
driving force behind almost 20 
years of blockbuster fundraisers 
at the Royal Albert Hall in Kens¬ 
ington. 

The money-spinning gigs have 
generated millions of pounds to 
help young people living with 
cancer, with Daltrey calling in 
favours from some of the biggest 
names in rock and comedy over 
the years. 

But it will be an extra-special 
outing for the band in 2017 as The 
Who mark 100 nights of Teenage 
Cancer Trust shows with a one- 
off acoustic rendition of their 
classic rock opera Tommy. 

A select audience will have the 
chance to experience the album 
in its entirety for the first time in 
almost 30 years. 

“We’ve come a long way since 
the first fundraiser back in 2000 
and I’m every bit as passionate 
about the work of the Teenage 
Cancer Trust as I was back then,” 
says Daltrey, who will front the 
band over two nights in March 
and April. 

“There have been some incred¬ 
ible moments over the years - 
and playing Tommy, an album 
that we haven’t performed in full 
since 1989, will be a really special 
way to celebrate the 100th show 
at the Royal Albert Hall.” 

Daltrey, who was born at Ham¬ 
mersmith Hospital and grew up 
in West London, has been a 
champion for the cancer cause 
for many years. Along with his 
work for the trust, he’s also 
popped across the Pond to set up 
a new charity in the United 
States - Teen Cancer America. 



Contacting your council 


KENSINGTON & CHELSEA 


Accessible Transport 

0207361 2390 
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0207361 3003 
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Council Tax 
0207361 3005 
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Land Charges 

0207361 3554 

Libraries 

0207361 3010 


Parking - permit 
(renewals) 
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HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 


Adult social care 
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020 8753 1100- 
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0208753 6681 

Electoral services 
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Family information 
service 

0208753 2450 
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libraries@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:li- 
braries@lbhf.gov.uk 
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parking@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:park- 
ing@lbhf.gov.uk 
Parking permits 
0208753 6681 


parkingpermits@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:pa 
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ning@lbhf.gov.uk 
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isteroffice@lbhf.gov.uk 

Report it 

0208753 1100 

Switchboard 
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CITY OF WESTMINSTER 


The Who's legendary frontman 
and charity champion Roger 
Daltrey is still rocking at the age 
of 72. Left, The Who at 
Piccadilly Circus in 1965 

Daltrey and fellow Who 
founder Pete Townshend have 
been supporters of the trust for 
more than a quarter of a century 
and the band famously headlined 
the very first TCT show at the 
Royal Albert Hall in 2000. 

Seven-figure sums have been 
raised for the trust thanks to Dal¬ 
trey’s graft - but the mission is 
far from over, with seven people 
aged 13 to 24 facing a diagnosis 
every day. 

The charity needs to hit the 
£20-million-a-year mark by 2020 to 
be certain that every young per¬ 
son in the UK can access its spe¬ 
cialist cancer care. 

“These shows are all about 
raising money to support young 
people with cancer so they don’t 
have to face treatment alone,” 
says Daltrey. 

“Teenage Cancer Trust is there 
for them before, during and after 
the treatment and makes sure 
they are young people first, can¬ 
cer patients second.” 

The Who will perform for the 
Teenage Cancer Trust at the Royal 
Albert Hall on March 30 and April 
1 . 
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Met on course to give 
all its officers a gun 



Gun-carrying is set to become the norm for Metropolitan Police officers Picture: Adam Gray/SWNS 


FROM PAGE 1 

help shape the staff associa¬ 
tion’s future discussions with 
the new Met commissioner 
and the mayor’s office over 
Taser, firearms and both offi¬ 
cer and public safety. 

Mr Marsh said: “We live in 
dangerous and unpredictable 
times. 

“London is a major world 
capital and our members are 
tasked with keeping the mil¬ 
lions who live here and 
tourists who flock to visit the 
city safe and secure. 

“It is more important than 
ever that Metropolitan Police 
officers have the right equip¬ 
ment to keep themselves, 
their colleagues and the pub¬ 
lic safe. 

“And that we have the right 
number of officers with that 


equipment available when 
they are required. 

“We often hear people talk 
about what police officers 
want and we can now say 
with some certainty that our 
members feel that more Met 
Police officers should be car¬ 
rying a Taser on London 
streets. We can also say that 
we know their views on the 
prospect of being armed. 

“When police officers carry 
a Taser or gun, there is a huge 
responsibility - not to men¬ 
tion cost and specific training 
and welfare packages for offi¬ 
cers concerned - so we need 
to start to have discussions 
about what our members are 
asking for with a new com¬ 
missioner and the mayor of 
London.” 

The survey also revealed 
that 43 per cent of cops believe 


there “should be more special¬ 
ist firearms officers in the 
Metropolitan Police Service 
but not all officers should be 
routinely armed.” 

Twenty six per cent said 
that they believe all police of¬ 
ficers should be routinely 
armed. 

But 12 per cent of officers 
said under no circumstances 
would they carry a firearm 
while on duty. 

And eight per cent said 
they would resign from the 
MPS rather than accept an or¬ 
der to routinely carry a 
firearm while on duty. 

However, 86.5 per cent said 
they would not. 

• DO you believe that now all 
police officers in the Met 
should carry guns? Have 
your say - email jack@ 
londonweeklynews.co.uk. 



Leading illustrator inspires youngsters 


ONE of the UK’s leading 
illustrators gave an inspi¬ 
rational talk to students 
at DLD College London, 
giving them the motiva¬ 
tion to pursue their cre¬ 
ative dreams. 

Sarah J Coleman vis¬ 
ited the Westminster 
Bridge-based college to 
hold a talk about creativ¬ 
ity and to share a film she 
has devised - Stupid 
Enough - on the subject. 

The Creative Arts Fac¬ 
ulty at DLD hosted the 
event so the students 


would have the chance to 
learn from the interna¬ 
tionally renowned illus¬ 
trator and typographer. 

Sarah has illustrated 
almost 400 book covers, 
including the special an¬ 
niversary edition of 
Harper Lee’s To Kill a 
Mockingbird. She has 
also designed a number of 
commercial projects, in¬ 
cluding a 150ft display in 
Times Square, New York, 
an updated Coca-Cola can 
design, Easter eggs and 
even the cover of Playboy 


which had to pass the ap¬ 
proval of Hugh Heffner. 

During the speech, she 
discussed her life and 
work. 

She then showed the 
film based around a se¬ 
ries of interviews with 
creative individuals such 
as composers, artists and 
fashion designers who 
have learned to be “stupid 
enough” to take risks in 
order to make a success¬ 
ful commercial career out 
of their creative passions. 


Marble Arch set to 
become Moeble Arch 


THE next station is Moeble 
Arch, change here for song 
and dance. 

Westminster City Coun¬ 
cil has given the go-ahead 
for a pop-up theatre at Mar¬ 
ble Arch, starring men 
called Moe. 

The council has ap¬ 
proved proposals for part 
of the Marble Arch island 
to be used as a 650-seat tem¬ 
porary theatre from April 7 
to December 6. 

The plans were submit¬ 
ted by Underbelly, who 
have a track record of pro¬ 
ducing successful pop-up 
productions across the UK 
and will be working in 
partnership with the coun¬ 
cil to restage the former 
West End show Five Guys 
Named Moe. 

There will be up to eight 
ticketed performances of 
Five Guys Named Moe each 
week. The Olivier Award¬ 
winning musical is based 
on a book by Clarke Peters 
and features lyrics and 
music by Louis Jordan. 



At his first committee as 
chairman, Westminster 
City Council senior plan¬ 
ning chairman Richard 
Beddoe welcomed the pro¬ 
posal. 

He said: “The council is 
committed to bringing ex¬ 
citing events like this to 
Westminster. 

“Five Guys Named Moe 
will be a huge draw for the 
area, generating a terrific 
atmosphere and giving 
local businesses a boost. 

“Underbelly have been 
creating spectacular enter¬ 
tainment for the streets of 
our city for several years 
and we’re delighted to wel¬ 
come them to Marble Arch 
for Five Guys Named Moe.” 


Charity’s £165k grant 


A WESTMINSTER charity looking to 
change the lives of refugees who face 
extreme poverty and homelessness 
while seeking asylum has received a 
£165,000 grant towards its Asylum 
Crisis Project. 

The City of London Corporation’s 
charitable funder, City Bridge Trust, 
has given the cash to Refugee Action 
to help impoverished asylum seekers 
across London. 

The project aims to prevent vulner¬ 
able individuals and families from 
living on the streets by offering sup¬ 
port with the process of seeking asy¬ 
lum. Working with organisations 
supporting refugees and asylum seek¬ 
ers, the project co-ordinator and 10 
volunteers will run outreach drop-in 
sessions offering advice. 

Established in 1981, Refugee Action 
has become one of the leading na¬ 
tional charities working to enable 
refugees and asylum seekers to build 
new lives. 

Refugee Action believes that the 
pressure on advice and legal-aid bud¬ 
gets for most immigration cases 
means that vulnerable people are 
being refused support, with few other 
options for help. 

David Farnsworth, the City of Lon¬ 
don Corporation’s director of City 
Bridge Trust, said: “The project is 
doing vitally important work, having 


already helped 89 individuals and 
families last year. Volunteers are 
trained on specialist asylum support 
issues and are providing invaluable 
help, steering refugees through what 
can sometimes be a long and difficult 
process. 

“It is great that we are able to sup¬ 
port such a worthwhile project which 
is already changing lives. 

“City Bridge Trust is committed to 
tackling disadvantage across the cap¬ 
ital and making London a fairer and 
better place to live.” 

Stephen Hale, chief executive of 
Refugee Action, said: “This funding 
will enable vulnerable people seeking 
asylum to escape destitution, through 
early access to legal advice while at 
the same time building support ca¬ 
pacity within communities across 
London. 

“The project co-ordinator of Asy¬ 
lum Crisis and a team of highly 
skilled volunteers, some of whom are 
refugees, will assess refused asylum 
seekers’ support entitlements, apply 
for support, and appeal against un¬ 
lawful refusals of support. 

“The most vulnerable people will 
be prioritised, including those with 
mental and physical health condi¬ 
tions, families, lone parents, and tor¬ 
ture and domestic-violence 
survivors.” 


Runners can get 
in training for free 

LOCAL leisure centres are offering a free one- 
month membership to anyone running the Vital¬ 
ity Westminster Mile (May 28) or the London 
Marathon (April 23). 

Runners will receive a free one-month member¬ 
ship to any of the Westminster Everyone Active 
centres including Jubilee Sports Centre, Little 
Venice Sports Centre, Porchester Centre, Marshall 
Street Leisure Centre, Paddington Recreation 
Ground, Queen Mother Sports Centre and Sey¬ 
mour Leisure Centre. This includes free access to 
the centre including the gyms, swimming pools 
and running tracks. All that runners need to do is 
go to their centre of choice and present their race 
registration to be eligible. 

"Everyone Active has all the facilities you need 
to train for your race, whether that's the fun-filled 
and family friendly Westminster Mile or the iconic 
London Marathon,"said Duncan Cogger, Everyone 
Active contract manager. 

"Both races are local to our centres and we 
want to encourage runners taking part to use our 
facilities, whether that's hitting the treadmill, 
strength training or pounding the track at 
Paddington Recreation Ground. Our Everyone Ac¬ 
tive PTs are also there to give runners advice on 
the best exercises to complement their training." 

Cllr David Harvey, Westminster council's cabi¬ 
net member for environment, sports and commu¬ 
nity, said: "The Vitality Westminster Mile is a 
fantastic way for the whole family to take part in 
an international race. After a fantastic event last 
year, we're all looking forward to seeing some of 
the world's best runners return. 

"I know the race will help inspire many people 
to make healthy choices around being active, 
choices that can continue long after the race." 

For more details, visit everyoneactive.com. 
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Fury at £30m ‘shortfall’ 
in ex-War Office fees 



BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

WESTMINSTER councillors 
are in uproar over a claimed 
£30 million “shortfall” in plan¬ 
ning fees for the conversion of 
the former War Office in White¬ 
hall to a luxury hotel. 

The vast Grade II listed Ed¬ 
wardian building, where Win¬ 
ston Churchill once worked and 
whose 1,100 rooms are linked 
by more than two miles of cor¬ 
ridors, was sold by the Ministry 
of Defence for £350 million in 
2014 in a bid to cut costs. 

Last week Westminster City 
Council gave the go-ahead for 
the building to be transformed 
into a five-star hotel but Labour 
councillors say planning chiefs 
should have charged developers 
much more for the conversion. 

The new chairman of the 
council’s planning committee, 
Cllr Richard Beddoe, has come 
under attack from Labour rivals 
“letting off developers and sell¬ 
ing the community short”. 

“So much for the new broom 
as Westminster council contin¬ 
ues to accept cheques instead of 
affordable housing,” said Cllr 
Paul Dimoldenberg. 

“When Robert Davis was 
moved from his 17-year chair¬ 
manship of the planning com¬ 
mittee on Westminster City 
Council, residents hoped the 


‘new broom’ Richard Beddoe 
would firmly insist the local 
community got a better share out 
of the development boom. 

“Indeed, new council leader 
Nickie Aiken told the London 
Evening Standard that she would 
do things differently by no longer 
accepting ‘cheques’ from devel¬ 
opers in lieu of building more af¬ 
fordable homes. 

“But decisions at Cllr Bed- 
doe’s first planning committee on 
February 14 show the Conserva¬ 
tive council still compulsively 
letting developers off and selling 
the community short. 

“The old War Office in White¬ 
hall got permission to convert to 
a luxury hotel and 88 luxury 
flats in a scheme said to cost 


£1 billion. Under council plan¬ 
ning policies the developer 
should have paid almost £40 mil¬ 
lion in lieu of providing on-site 
affordable housing but only 
£10 million will be paid. 

“A separate scheme on 
Hanover Square saw Cllr Beddoe 
lead the committee in accepting 
a £9.5 million contribution when 
the council’s own assessors said 
the developers could afford 
£12 million. He then agreed to 
allow £2 million to be taken off 
the affordable-housing sum and 
spent improving Hanover 
Square, which had no justifica¬ 
tion in planning policy.” 

Cllr David Boothroyd, the 
Labour member of the planning 
committee who opposed both de- 
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cisions, said: “The housing crisis 
is getting worse and families in 
Westminster are being forced out, 
so I was looking forward to a new 
chairman fighting their comer. 
What a disappointment. 

“I don't know how Cllr Beddoe 
can justify siphoning off 
£2 million to improve Hanover 
Square when the developer has 
also to pay £2.5 million Commu¬ 
nity Infrastmcture Levy which 
could be used for exactly that. 

“All these million-pound sums 
may sound generous but land and 
building costs are expensive - the 
official cost of a new affordable 
home in the middle of Westminster 
is £400,000.” 

Commenting on passing plans 
for the War Office conversion, a 
council spokesman said: “The 
council granted planning permis¬ 
sion for the owners, The Hinduja 
Group and OHL Developments, to 
redevelop property on the condi¬ 
tion that the historic character of 
the 1,000-room Edwardian build¬ 
ing is not lost. 

“The former headquarters of the 
British Army, located at the junc¬ 
tion of Horse Guards Avenue and 
Whitehall, has a rich history, with 
Winston Churchill among the 
many famous figures to work 
there. Planning permission is also 
dependent on the new hotel offer¬ 
ing public access to the many his¬ 
torically significant parts of the 
building at least 10 days each 
year.” 

Plans for the development in¬ 
clude the construction of a double¬ 
height basement and three new 
floors to accommodate five-star fa¬ 
cilities for the hotel’s guests. The 
proposals also include the creation 
of 88 new flats as well as a 
£10 million donation to the afford¬ 
able-housing fund. 

Cllr Beddoe said: “This exciting 
development brings another iconic 
hotel to the heart of London, 
boosting our economy and further 
cementing our position as a world- 
class destination for tourists. 

“These plans give this building 
a new purpose while respecting its 
place in history. The War Office 
has played a pivotal role in our 
country’s past. Ensuring members 
of the public had opportunity to 
visit and experience this iconic 
building first hand was a key con¬ 
sideration in our decision. 

“Creating more housing that’s 
genuinely affordable and sustain¬ 
able in the city is one of the coun¬ 
cil’s top priorities and our planning 
decisions must reflect that. 

“Every planning application is 
looked at on its merits, taking ac¬ 
count of affordable housing along¬ 
side all the benefits a development 
brings to the city, its people and 
economy. We are making clear to 
the development industry that we 
are taking a hard-nosed approach 
to these decisions and in these 
cases, which have been in the plan¬ 
ning process for some time, we 
were successful in gaining valu¬ 
able contributions to housing and 
other local priorities. 

“Planning has a vital role to 
play but the council is doing far 
more to deliver affordable hous¬ 
ing. 

“In particular, our ambitious 30- 
year £1.5 billion investment strat¬ 
egy will achieve 1,800 additional 
affordable homes over the next 
five years.” 


Writing for you every week, 
London's most outspoken 
entrepreneur 


Charlie 
pipes up! 



Short-changing 
HMRC and shafting 
contractors? Not me 


L AST week Matthew 
Taylor, chief execu¬ 
tive of the Royal So¬ 
ciety for the 
Encouragement of Arts, Man¬ 
ufactures and Commerce, 
embarked on a regional tour 
of businesses for his govern¬ 
ment-backed review of em¬ 
ployment practices. 

After my experiences re¬ 
cently at the Court of Appeal, 
I’m looking forward to him 
getting back to London as 
there’s a lot we can talk 
about. 

To me, Mr Taylor seems 
like a decent bloke and some¬ 
one I’d love to sit down and 
chat to as part of his indepen¬ 
dent Modern Employment 
Practices Review. 

I couldn't agree more with 
him that the system by which 
we tax work is very compli¬ 
cated, and in many ways rep¬ 
resents a code of practice 
based on 20th-century condi¬ 
tions, attempting to deal with 
the realities of 21st-century 
social and employment prac¬ 
tices. The grey areas are 
causing confusion for em¬ 
ployers and employees and 
there’s no doubt in my mind 
that the system is failing. 

More than a week ago I lost 
a legal battle in the Court of 
Appeal, brought by one of 
our former self-employed 
tradesman, Gary Smith. 
After taking advantage of 
being self-employed for six 
years, earning £80,000 per 
annum, Gary decided he 
wanted to be an employee 
and receive all the benefits 
that come with that, includ¬ 
ing holiday and sick pay. 

The biggest problem here 
is the assumption that busi¬ 
nesses like Pimlico 
Plumbers, who pay self-em¬ 
ployed individuals in this 
way, are short-changing 
HMRC with their tax ar¬ 
rangements, shafting the con¬ 
tractors in the process 
because their status denies 
them employment rights. 
That may be true in some 
well-publicised cases but it’s 
certainly not in mine, and I 
can’t be the only one. 

Over the years, hundreds 
of self-employed tradespeople 
working for my company 
have paid for their houses in 
just a few years, something 
that would have been impos¬ 
sible on wages as employees 
earning £40,000 a year. Yet 
while one man decided he 
wanted employment rights, 
hundreds of other self-em¬ 


ployed tradespeople, making 
good money from Pimlico 
Plumbers, are not crying “ex¬ 
ploitation” but are worried 
that the good times might be 
coming to an end. 

It would seem quite a few 
self-employed tradesmen 
want to join Pimlico 
Plumbers and benefit from 
the perks such as the 24/7 
staff gym, subsidised canteen 
and, of course, the opportu¬ 
nity to tap into the huge 
number of customers’ jobs 
we get in and the more-than- 
decent income they can gen¬ 
erate. Our recruitment team 
have never been so busy and 
have been swamped by a 
massive increase in in¬ 
quiries. 

As to the claims that 
HMRC are being short¬ 
changed, well, if you do the 
maths, which I’m sure they 
have done, you’d find that 20 
per cent of the £100,000 that 
my tradespeople earn is far 
better for the taxman than a 
marginal 24 per cent, £9,600, 
on PAYE that the same 
tradesman would be paying if 
they were taking home 
£40,000 per annum as an em¬ 
ployee. 

Mr Taylor quoted the 
Chancellor when he said that 
the rise in the ranks of the 
self-employed had impacted 
on the tax take of the Exche¬ 
quer. Despite the example 
above, this could be true but 
only if the alternative to self- 
employment was paid work 
as an employee. The reality 
is that self-employment 
spiked during the recession, 
due to unemployment, and 
the real counterfactual for 
the Exchequer was paying an 
unemployed person a benefit. 

So yes, it’s complicated, 
and looking at his comments 
and track record I’m certain 
that Matthew Taylor com¬ 
pletely gets it and is not 
going to be dragged into the 
populist and trade-union-in- 
spired dogma that self-em¬ 
ployment is only used by 
companies intent on screw¬ 
ing those doing the work, and 
ripping off HMRC. 

I think there is a genuine 
place for the self-employed 
tradesperson in the 21st-cen¬ 
tury UK economy, and I 
would very much like to add 
my input from 40 years in the 
plumbing industry to 
Matthew Taylor’s very 
timely review. 


Views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of this newspaper 
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Struggle to save library 
is thrown into confusion 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

THE struggle to save North Kensington 
Library for the community has been 
thrown into utter confusion. 

Last week campaigners hoping to keep 
the 166-year-old library for community use 
were thrilled to learn that they may yet 
save it, if they could find the cash to lease 
it. 

In a new twist, Kensington and Chelsea 
council agreed that it can be listed as an 
asset of community value. 

That means that the Friends of North 
Kensington Library, the protest group 
leading the campaign against the council 
plan to replace the Ladbroke Grove li¬ 
brary with a new one 50 yards away in 
Lancaster Road, could technically take it 
on themselves. 

The council plans to build the new li¬ 
brary and then lease the original Victo¬ 
rian building to Notting Hill Prep School 
for a rent of £365,000 a year for 25 years. 

Campaigners want the existing library 
to be kept for use by the community and 
not leased to the £6,100-a-term private 
school. 


It was expected that the council, which 
owns the building, would now want a rival 
bid from the Friends which at least 
matches the prep school deal - and that 
would mean raising a total of £9,125,000. 

“We have been notified that our appli¬ 
cation to have the building listed as an 
asset of community value has been suc¬ 
cessful,” said a spokesman for the cam¬ 
paign. 

“The council is now obliged formally to 
inform us of its intention to dispose of the 
library, at which point it must allow the 
community six weeks to submit an expres¬ 
sion of interest in the building. 

“Once that expression of interest has 
been submitted, groups have six months 
to make an alternative offer on the lease. 
The council are not obliged to accept the 
community’s bid but we imagine it would 
be politically difficult to turn down a vi¬ 
able bid to keep a local asset in community 
use.” 

But now the council has dashed hopes 
by claiming that it has already done the 
deal with the prep school. 

A council spokesman said: “ACV status 
does not restrict who a building can be 
sold to, or at what price - nor does it place 


any restriction on what an owner can do 
with the property. 

“The ACV rules are there simply to en¬ 
sure the community has a chance to put 
together a bid should the property come 
to the market. 

“But as the campaigners know, the old 
library won’t be coming to the market. 
That’s because its future was settled many 
months ago when the council agreed to 
lease the building to a nearby prep school 
for 25 years.” 

But the project has yet to get planning 
permission and the school has not yet 
signed the lease on the library. 

And campaigners are hoping that con¬ 
tinued community pressure will deter the 
school. 

“We ask your readers to get in touch 
with us and join the conversation about 
alternative futures for this incredibly im¬ 
portant community asset,” said the cam¬ 
paign spokesman. 

“This area has a unique history of cre¬ 
ative interventions into public space and 
we look forward to North Kensington Li¬ 
brary joining the long list of brilliant 
places made available to all through com¬ 
munity action.” 


Jail for killer’s girlfriend who conspired 
to access top-secret criminal database 



Shepherd's Bush Housing Group scooped a top prize at 
the West London Business Awards. The housing provider 
was named community investment business of the year 
as judges praised its efforts to boost the supply of low- 
cost homes. Members of the team are pictured with tele¬ 
vision presenter Konnie Huq, who handed out the awards 
at Wembley Stadium 


Developers warned after 
firm is fined over advert 


DEVELOPERS have been 
warned about illegal advertis¬ 
ing in Kensington and Chelsea 
after a building company was 
fined £600 having admitted 
at Westminster Magistrates' 
Court to the display of an 
unauthorised advertisement 
on a hoarding in a Notting Hill 
conservation area. 

The court heard that offi¬ 
cers from Kensington and 
Chelsea's planning enforce¬ 
ment team had visited 22 
Pembridge Crescent, where a 
large advert for Kenham 
Building Ltd was being dis¬ 
played while the company 
was carrying out building 
works for the homeowners. 

"It is a criminal offence for 
a developer to display more 
than one advertisement on a 
building-site hoarding in a 
conservation area, unless it 
first receives consent from the 


local council," said a spo¬ 
kesman for the royal borough. 
"Furthermore, if only one ad¬ 
vert is on display, it must re¬ 
late to the building company 
carrying out the works and be 
no greater than two metres 
square in area." 

In January 2016 the com¬ 
pany was warned in writing 
by the council's planning en¬ 
forcement team that its adver¬ 
tisement was too large and 
must be removed, or face 
prosecution. When the adver¬ 
tisement was not removed, le¬ 
gal proceedings began. 

The court heard that Ken¬ 
ham Building Ltd had no pre¬ 
vious convictions. Magistrates 
gave the company credit for 
its early guilty plea before fin¬ 
ing it £600 for the offence and 
ordering it to pay costs of 
£500. It is also required to pay 
a victim surcharge of £60. 


A CONVICTED murderer’s 
girlfriend who conspired to 
access a top-secret criminal 
database in a bid to help her 
partner’s appeal has been 
jailed for five years. 

Lydia Lauro began work¬ 
ing as a detention officer at 
Hammersmith police station 
in January 2012. She worked 
with fellow employee Hayden 
Cheremeh to access the Met’s 
intelligence system. 

She examined dozens of 
confidential reports as she 
tried to trace the anonymous 
witness whose evidence had 
helped to convict her partner, 
Leon De St Aubin, two 
months earlier. 

De St Aubin and Rupert 
Ross were found guilty of the 
gangland execution of Darcy 
Austin-Bruce, of Fulham, in 
November 2011 and had been 
preparing to appeal against 
the conviction. 

Lauro, 33, and Cheremeh, 
36, had worked together to 
find evidence that could sup¬ 
port the appeal but detectives 
unravelled the conspiracy 
and arrested the pair in May 
2013. In July, both were con¬ 
victed of conspiracy to com¬ 
mit misconduct in a public of¬ 
fice. They were jailed for five 
years last week. 

Det Supt Tom Whorwood 
worked on the case as part of 
the Met’s directorate of pro¬ 
fessional standards. 

He said: “This was a well- 
planned conspiracy to access 


§11 


Lydia Lauro 

highly confidential and sen¬ 
sitive information, which 
would have been of huge ben¬ 
efit to dangerous convicted 
criminals. 

“The public has the right 
to expect that personal infor¬ 
mation that police hold will 
be kept secure and those who 
try to compromise this in¬ 
tegrity will be vigorously pur¬ 
sued.” 

Lauro, of Earl’s Court, and 
Cheremeh, of Clapham, had 
been working for the Met as 
civilian detention officers in 
the custody suite at Hammer¬ 
smith police station when 
they began accessing the in¬ 
telligence system. 

Lauro hoped to identify a 
witness who had anony¬ 
mously given evidence in her 
partner’s trial and she per¬ 
suaded Cheremeh, a former 
police community support of¬ 
ficer, to help her. 

Audits of the system later 


Hayden Cheremeh 

showed that Cheremeh had 
made several unauthorised 
attempts to trace the pro¬ 
tected witness. 

But officers became aware 
of the conspiracy and the 
Met’s anti-corruption squad 
launched an investigation. 
The duo were later arrested 
and resigned from the force. 

On February 10 the pair 
were each sentenced to five 
years in prison. 

Det Supt Whorwood said: 
“There is no place in the Met 
for those who behave cor¬ 
ruptly and it is our job to take 
action on behalf of the thou¬ 
sands of brave men and 
women who work so hard to 
keep London safe every day.” 

De St Aubin and Ross re¬ 
main in prison for the mur¬ 
der of Mr Austin-Bruce. 

The 20-year-old, who lived 
in Fulham Court, was shot in 
a car park near Wandsworth 
in May 2009. 


Westfield ‘bucking trend’ with 7% increase in customers 


WESTFIELD UK has re¬ 
ported a seven per 
cent increase in the 
number of shoppers 
passing through its 
doors in the last year. 


More than five mil¬ 
lion customers visited 
the centres in White 
City and Stratford be¬ 
tween January 2016 
and last month. 


Myf Ryan, Westfield 
UK's chief marketing 
officer, said the cen¬ 
tres are continuing to 
"buck the trend". 

She said:"Our strat¬ 


egy to create true des¬ 
tinations in London 
offering the best in re¬ 
tail, fashion, dining 
and entertainment is 
proving popular." 
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Points of view 


Have 
your say 

Email Jack Dixon 

jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


OPINION 



Flashback to last month as protesters turn out in force in London following Donald Trump being inaugurated at US President Picture: Peter Summers/ 


I F there is one thing 
that London does 
better than any 
other city on Earth, 
it is providing a warm 
welcome to all its 
visitors. Regardless of 
creed or colour, race or 
religion, the capital is a 
home from home for 
everyone. 

In recent weeks, 
however, the question of 
who we let into our city 
has reared its head once 
again - most notably, 
with the uproar over 
President Trump’s 
controversial travel ban 
preventing nationals 
from seven Muslim- 
major ity countries 
entering the US for a 
temporary period. 

Such is the level of 
scorn for the policy, more 
than 18 million people 
have signed a petition 
calling for Mr Trump’s 
state visit to London to 
be scrapped. 

We free-thinking Brits, 
the argument goes, will 
not be seen to roll out the 
red carpet for a 
demagogue espousing 
discriminatory views 
that conflict so 
completely with our own 
- no matter how 
important our ‘special 
relationship’ with the US 
may be. 

But taking this 
approach, we risk 
missing an opportunity 
that few other nations 
around the world may 
have. 

As the closest allies to 
our American 
neighbours, we may be 
the only player on the 
world stage that can lay a 
hand on President 
Trump’s shoulder and 
exert some genuine 
influence. 

It would be a foolish 
error to sever ties at this 
crucial moment, when 
we need our political 
leaders to master the art 
of diplomacy more than 
ever. 

Writing in the London 
Weekly News today, 
Conservative MEP Syed 
Kamall is right to say 
that “two wrong bans 
will not make things 
right”. 

We should exercise 
caution before 
surrendering what little 
authority we still have. 
Those nations left out in 
the cold by President 
Trump’s edict will be 
looking to us. 


Two wrong bans 
won’t make it right 

BACK in December 2015, when 
Donald Trump was first starting 
to make waves in his run for the 
White House, he caused outrage 
here in London by suggesting that 
radicalisation had made parts of 
our city no-go areas for the police. 

He made this claim that police 
in London were “afraid for their 
own lives” to justify his call for a 
ban on Muslims entering the 
United States - the call which so 
recently proved to have been a 
promise not a threat. 

I said then that I disagreed with 
calls to ban Trump from visiting 
London or England. Instead, I 
suggested we should invite him 
here at the earliest opportunity. 

He needed to see for himself 
what a vibrant, enterprising, 
hard-working, tolerant city 
London is - one that people from 
all over the world were proud to 
call home. 

I even invited him to stay in 
our home if all his own properties 
here turned out to be full. Maybe I 
should not have been surprised 
when he did not reply. 

Now, of course, when he comes 
to town as US President he is 
more likely to be a guest at a 
certain large house in St James’s 
with a nice view down The Mall. 

It will probably be good for 
President Trump, as a novice 
head of state, to spend a little time 
with ours, who has rather more 
experience in the job. With any 
luck he may watch and learn how 
it should be done. 

Nevertheless, if he finds himself 
at a loose end at any stage he is 
still welcome to join my family 
and I at our place for a biryani 
and a couple of episodes of The 
West Wing. 

Because his edict banning 



travel from seven predominantly 
Muslim countries has not 
changed my mind on how to 
handle him. 

While I agree with intelligence 
and security experts who find his 
approach to homeland security 
simplistic, blunt, misguided and 
at times offensive, I also disagree 
with those who reckon the only 
response is to ban him from the 
UK and withdraw his invitation to 
visit London. Quite simply - two 
wrong bans will not make things 
right. 

According to a study by the 
Cato institute, the widely 
respected US think tank, since 
1975 no American has been killed 
on US soil by a national from any 
of the seven countries listed on 
President Trump’s executive 
order. 

The order affects not only 
Muslims, since it also excludes 
Christians fleeing persecution 
and war. The message it sends 
that there is an inherent 
contradiction between being a 
good Muslim and being a good 
citizen of a Western democracy 
simply plays into the hands of IS 
and other extremists. 

In fact, they make exactly the 
same claim here in London and 
elsewhere when trying to recruit 


disillusioned and disconnected 
young Muslim men and women as 
terrorists. 

However we may feel about 
President Trump, the fact is that 
Americans voted for a candidate 
who said what he thought, and 
now find they have a president 
who does what he promised. 

We must also accept that the 
election of this president and his 
policies are the consequence of a 
growing tide of discontent, to be 
found not only in middle America 
but also in countries on this side 
of the Atlantic where electorates 
have lost faith in mainstream 
politicians. 

Having lost trust in politicians’ 
ability to listen and act upon their 
legitimate concerns, increasing 
numbers of voters are attracted 
by simplistic solutions offered by 
politicians on the edges of the 
political spectrum. 

In a free society such as ours, 
those who are concerned or feel 
strongly about the policies of 
President Trump are entitled to 
speak out or go on protest 
marches as long as it is within the 
law. However, we should also ask 
ourselves what we feel to be more 
effective. 

Is a president who provokes 
controversy to get his message 
across more likely to listen to 
protesters he knows could or 
would never vote for him? Or is 
he more likely to be swayed by 
the cool head of diplomacy? 

In recent weeks, I have spoken 
to people from across London, the 
UK and the EU. Opinion is clearly 
divided but I tend towards talking 
not screaming. 

I believe we should remind the 
new US administration that the 
executive orders, which were 
issued without the support of 
congress, are arbitrary, have been 
poorly planned without 


preparation for the consequences 
and will not make America great 
again in the eyes of its allies. 

Let us express our concern that 
they will not strengthen but only 
weaken our transatlantic 
relationship. 

And let us remember that 
friends are more likely to pay 
attention to friendly words of 
reason, than raised voices of 
anger. 

I believe we should welcome 
President Trump to London - but 
take it as an opportunity to show 
him a better city than he imagines 
and a better way than the one he 
has started on. 

Syed Kamall, 

Conservative MEP for London 

Funerals will cost 13 
per cent of salary 

RECENT figures have shown that 
23 million people in the UK don’t 
know how they will afford their 
own funeral - and the capital is 
no better, with only 21 per cent of 
people in London having some 
sort of cover in place. The fact is 
that over the next 10 years 
Londoners may have to fork out 
13 per cent of their salary to pay 
for their funeral - this makes for 
some alarming reading. 

To put this into context, ‘fuel 
poor’ households are defined as 
those who spend more than 10 per 
cent of their income on 
maintaining an adequate 
standard of warmth (according to 
Energy UK) - with this definition 
in mind, all Londoners could be 
‘funeral poor’ within the next 10 
years. 

In this country, we tend to shy 
away from talking about death 
and often view talking about 
money as a taboo. Having 
children myself, I know broaching 
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the subject of what happens 
when I die is a difficult, 
uncomfortable and 
potentially frightening 
topic - and I know I am not 
alone in this. 

However, I believe one of 
the best ways to combat 
these worrying statistics is 
to open up the conversation 
around dying and funerals. 

Whether it’s choosing a 
time when the family is all 
together, talking to loved 
ones one-on-one, or relating 
the conversation to a 
celebrity death, it is 
important to address death 
as a part of life. 

We need to get over our 
hang-ups when talking 
about dying and money, 
especially as the majority of 
people do not have anything 
put aside to cover the cost of 
their funeral. 

In some cases the 
ramifications of covering 
these costs push hard¬ 
working people into debt. 
Recent research has shown 
that 17 per cent of people in 
London have gone into some 
form of debt when paying 
for the funeral of a friend or 
family member - be it 
payday loans or reluctantly 
having to use a credit card. 

If you haven’t had the 
conversation, or put 
anything aside, you risk 
leaving your family in a 
financial hole when you die. 

As someone who works in 
the insurance industry, I 
have seen first-hand how 
often people’s loved ones are 
left in the lurch when trying 
to come up with the funds to 
cover extortionately high 
funeral costs. 

I have also seen how 
concerned people are once 
they realise how much a 
funeral can cost, and that 
their families might have to 
pick up the bill if they don’t 
make provisions. 

Britons receive little to no 
help from the government, 
with funeral payments only 
being supplied to those who 
receive specific state 
benefits and who meet 
specific criteria. 

Without being able to rely 
on the government, 
communication is crucial. 
Death is one of the only 
certainties in life, and the 
cost of funerals is only set to 
rise - now is the time to talk 
to your family about how to 
prepare for the inevitable. 

Dave Sutherland, 

Neilson Financial Services 
managing director 

Concerns over 
plans for library 

I’M writing regarding my 
concerns about the change 
of use of the purpose-built 
library on Ladbroke Grove. 

I grew up in the area and 
learnt to read in this library. 
My children now use and 
love this library. 

When I was unemployed 


your letters and emails 


back in the 1990s before I 
had access to a computer, I 
was able to find a job using 
the library’s online facility. 

So you can see, from a 
personal perspective, this 
building is incredibly 
important. From a social 
perspective there must be 
hundreds, maybe thousands, 
who feel the same. 

Since the emergence of 
the private schools on 
Lancaster Road there has 
been a dramatic increase in 
traffic during the school run 
as families who do not walk 
to school to deliver their 
children. Most of the 
children who go to my 
children’s school live locally 
and walk. 

I’m fed up with being 
nearly run over by 4x4s 
racing around in the 
morning. But this is not just 
about private versus public, 
haves and have-nots. The 
library is there for 
everyone - regardless of 
their background, race or 
religion. 

It is a beacon of light and 
hope in these dark times of 
misinformation and 
alternative facts. 

As Doris Lessing wrote: 
“With a library you are free, 
not confined by temporary 
political climates. It is the 
most democratic of 
institutions because no- 
one - but no-one at all - can 
tell you what to read and 
when and how.” 

Tom Balogh 

Council welcomes 
housing proposals 

WESTMINSTER City 
Council welcomes the 
government’s Housing 
White Paper as we share the 
ambition to deliver more 
homes of all types as the 
bedrock of successful 
neighbourhoods and a 
strong community. 

Whether buying or 
renting, we have made it a 
renewed priority, with a 
particular focus on seeing 
what can be done to provide 
truly affordable family 
homes. 

We recognise the unique 
challenge of doing so in the 
heart of London, which has 
some of the highest land 
values and development 
costs in the country and a 
limited supply of brownfield 
land. Our growing global 
city presents a raft of 
challenges and competing 
priorities in creating an 
attractive and sustainable 
environment that our 
residents, workers, visitors 
and businesses can all enjoy 
and thrive in. We also know 
there can’t be a one-size-fits- 
all solution. 

That’s why we welcome, 
in particular, the invitation 
to councils to come forward 
with plans for additional 
housing delivery, with 
greater flexibilities in areas 


Cllr 

Rachael 

Robathan 
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such as the Starter Home 
product. We particularly 
welcome the potential for 
lifting the Housing Revenue 
Account borrowing caps and 
other flexibilities which 
could enable us to do more 
on our own land and 
elsewhere. 

As the country’s largest 
planning authority, we have 
been pushing for an 
increase in planning fees so 
that we can recover our own 
costs and invest in the 
service, and the 20 per cent 
increase from July will 
benefit all. 

Areas where we will look 
to have further discussions 
with the government 
include seeking to ensure 
that changes to national 
planning policy or 
monitoring of delivery allow 
sufficient flexibility to 
address our unique local 
circumstances. We’d also 
want any reform of the 
Community Infrastructure 
Levy to not further 
complicate an already- 
complex system or limit 
local authorities’ ability to 
raise resources for much- 
needed infrastructure. 

We now look forward to 
responding in detail to the 
government’s White Paper 
and working with them, the 
mayor, other councils, 
developers and, most 
importantly, our community 
to quickly bring forward 
innovative and practical 
solutions to deliver more 
homes in Westminster. 

Cllr Rachael Robathan 
Westminster City Council 
cabinet member for housing 

Borough failed on 
rogue landlords 

HAMMERSMITH and 
Fulham council has failed to 
use its existing legal powers 
to tackle rogue landlords. 
Instead it is bringing in a 
licensing scheme - with a 
charge of £500 that will be 
passed on to tenants and 
thus be a tenants’ tax. 

The selective licensing 
scheme for private-sector 
landlords originally 
included some 172 streets, 
allegedly chosen because 
antisocial behaviour in 
those streets was 
“attributable to occupiers of 
privately rented properties”. 

It would have required all 
landlords in those streets to 
register with the council 
and pay a licence fee of £500. 

However, the list 
included: two entire streets 
of council-owned properties 


(Charlow Close and 
Watermeadow Lane), which 
have been empty for years 
and are scheduled for 
demolition; a street where 
all but one of the houses 
have been demolished, 
leaving one house which is 
not privately rented at all 
(Gorleston Street); a number 
of streets of properties 
owned by housing 
associations, which are not 
subject to selective licensing 


(Gwyn Close, Mandela Close 
and St John’s Close); and a 
street where the only 
residents are two Catholic 
priests and a school 
caretaker (Commonwealth 
Avenue). 

It later emerged many of 
the 172 streets had simply 
been chosen because they 
included pubs with high 
crime levels - rather than 
the crime being anything to 
do with rental properties. 


The scheme is already in 
meltdown, and there isn’t 
any evidence the remaining 
streets have high levels of 
crime caused by rental 
properties. Homeowners 
will also be penalised 
unfairly in those streets 
with the stigma of being 
included on the blacklist. 

Cllr Harry Phibbs, 
Conservative, 

Ravenscourt Park ward 


Department 
for Transport 


HEATHROW EXPANSION PROPOSAL 
Have your say 

The government has announced Heathrow as its preferred 
scheme for a new runway in the southeast and is holding 
a public consultation over the next four months. 

There’ll be events around Heathrow where you can come 
along to share your views, ask questions and learn about 
the package of measures to support local communities. 

Come and talk to us, we’re here to listen. 

Have your say, visit 

www.gov.uk/dft/heathrow-airport-expansion 


Find an event near you 



13 February 

Southall 

01 March 

Kensington 

14 February 

Uxbridge 

03 March 

Windsor 

15 February 

Kingston 

04 March 

West Drayton 

16 February 

Bracknell 

06 March 

Hammersmith 

17 February 

Wimbledon 

07 March 

Maidenhead 

18 February 

Ealing 

10 March 

Richmond 

20 February 

Staines 

11 March 

Gerrards Cross 

23 February 

Twickenham 

13 March 

Slough 

24 February 

Putney 

15 March 

Isleworth 

27 February 

Hounslow 



28 February 

Stanwell Moor 
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30,000 deaths 
‘due to austerity’ 


CUTS to health- and social-care 
budgets are to blame for 30,000 
extra deaths in England and 
Wales during 2015, according to 
a new study by the London 
School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine. 

The extra deaths, representing 
the largest increase in mortality 
in the post-war period and in¬ 
cluding a large spike in January 
2015, were largely in the elderly 
who are most dependent on 
health and social care. 

Social-care budgets have been 
slashed by 17 per cent at a time 
when the population of old and 
frail pensioners over 85 in¬ 
creased by nine per cent. 

And to prevent these extra 
deaths, a further £1 billion was 
needed. 

Researchers looked at why 
there had been a substantial in¬ 
crease in death rates that year 
and said a meltdown in the NHS 
was the root cause. 

The analysis by the London 
School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine, University of Oxford 
and Blackburn with Darwen 
Council ruled out data errors, 
cold weather and flu as main 
causes for the spike. 

Instead, missed NHS targets 


including ambulance call-out 
times and casualty waiting times 
was the cause despite unexcep¬ 
tional A&E admissions com¬ 
pared to the same month in pre¬ 
vious years. 

Understaffing and absence 
rates also rose. 

Professor Martin McKee - 
from the London School of Hy¬ 
giene & Tropical Medicine, in 
Keppel Street, Bloomsbury - 
said: “The impact of cuts result¬ 
ing from the imposition of aus¬ 
terity on the NHS has been pro¬ 
found. 

“Expenditure has failed to 
keep pace with demand and the 
situation has been exacerbated 
by dramatic reductions in the 
welfare budget of £16.7 billion 
and in social-care spending. 

“With an ageing population, 
the NHS is ever more dependent 
on a well-functioning social-care 
system. 

“Yet social care has also faced 
severe cuts, with a 17 per cent 
decrease in spending for older 
people since 2009, while the num¬ 
ber of people aged 85 years and 
over has increased by nine per 
cent. 

“To maintain current levels of 
social care would require an ex¬ 


tra £11 billion, which the govern¬ 
ment has refused. 

“The possibility that the cuts 
to health and social care are im¬ 
plicated in almost 30,000 excess 
deaths is one that needs further 
exploration. 

“Given the relentless nature 
of the cuts, and potential link to 
rising mortality, we ask why is 
the search for a cause not being 
pursued with more urgency? 

“Simply reorganising and con¬ 
solidating existing urgent-care 
systems or raising the ‘agility’ of 
the current A&E workforce ca¬ 
pacity is unlikely to be sufficient 
to meet the challenges that high 
levels of admissions of frail, el¬ 
derly people and others who are 
vulnerable are likely to present 
this winter and in future win¬ 
ters.” 

The researchers said there are 
already worrying signs of an in¬ 
crease in mortality in 2016 which 
will continue unless urgent ac¬ 
tion to reverse the cuts are not 
made. 

Without urgent intervention, 
they say, there must be concern 
that this trend will continue. 

The study was published in 
the Journal Of The Royal Society 
Of Medicine. 



Bruce Ogilvy 
(volunteer), 
Angela Weir 
(Volunteer 
Centre volunteer 
development 
administrator), 
Rob Davis 
(Volunteer Centre 
head of 
volunteering). 
Sue Cornish 
(tri-borough adult 
learning 
co-ordinator) and 
luliana Dinu 
(Volunteer Centre 
head of Wellbeing - 
Stepping Stones) 


Library volunteers praised by mayor 


KENSINGTON and Chelsea's vital volunteer 
library staff have been praised by the mayor 
of the royal borough and honoured with a 
special reception. 

The work of library volunteers, who 
range in age from 14 to 77, was celebrated 
at a reception hosted by the mayor, Cllr 
Elizabeth Rutherford.. 

Some 35 of the 60 library volunteers at¬ 
tended the reception where the mayor 
thanked them for their work, which over 
the past year has amounted to 1,745 hours' 
volunteering, or 72 days, with each person 
giving on average 29 hours of their time. 

"The volunteers support a wide range of 
activities. For example, 20 volunteers work 
with individuals and small groups provid¬ 
ing IT support to develop and improve peo¬ 
ple's digital skills," said a council 
spokeswoman. Another 33 volunteers help 
children who use the libraries' homework 
clubs. Last summer 18 volunteers helped 
more than 500 children complete the Sum¬ 
mer Reading Challenge of reading six 
books during the school holiday." 


The scheme has been running since 2009 
and volunteers can be found in all of the 
borough's six libraries. 

Local resident Bruce Ogilvy said his love 
of reading prompted him to volunteer: "I 
enjoy books so I thought that volunteering 
to help tidy the shelves was a good chance 
to work in the library. I spend two hours 
each week in the library at Chelsea Old 
Town Hall." 

Anyone interested in finding out more 
about volunteering should ask at their local 
library or contact the Volunteer Centre on 
020 8960 3722 or see visit voluntarywork. 
org.uk. 

Praising the volunteers for their commit¬ 
ment and work, the mayor said: "The sup¬ 
port you provide for libraries and archives 
staff is very clear. Your volunteering makes 
it possible for council staff to deliver addi¬ 
tional services, events and activities and all 
of this makes our libraries such great places 
to visit and use. Thank you all for your 
work - I hope that it will inspire others to 
consider volunteering at their local library." 
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Capital gears up to host finale 
of Women’s Tour cycle race 



BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

SADIQ Khan and Olympic gold medal¬ 
list Katie Archibald have announced 
that London will host the final stage 
of The Women’s Tour cycle race for 
the first time, on Sunday June 11. 

The Women’s Tour is the UK’s 
biggest professional cycle race for 
women. It is part of the UCI Women’s 
World Tour. It will be staged in aid of 
Breast Cancer Care. 

“The final stage of the five-day 
event will be held in London and will 
use the same iconic circuit as last 
year’s Tour of Britain, which proved 
hugely popular with thousands of 
spectators and competitors alike,” 
said mayor of London Mr Khan’s 
spokesman. 

The race will see some of the best 
riders in the world complete 14 laps 
of the 6km iconic circuit, starting and 
finishing on Regent Street and taking 
in Piccadilly Circus, Trafalgar 
Square, the Strand and Whitehall. 

Ms Archibald, who won gold in the 
team pursuit at the Rio Olympics, will 
be riding for Team WNT, one of the 
17 world-class teams taking part in 
the event. 

The Women’s Tour will begin in 
Northamptonshire on Wednesday 
June 7 with subsequent stages visit¬ 
ing Warwickshire, Stoke-on-Trent and 
Chesterfield in Derbyshire, before the 
London finale. 


“As well as the professional race 
there will be a day of cycling celebra¬ 
tion to encourage more women and 
families to ride,” said the spokesman. 

“Before the race, a parade of female 
cyclists from community groups will 
demonstrate the diversity of cyclists 
in London, along with representatives 
of British Cycling’s HSBC UK Breeze 
programme. 

“A festival site will host an array 
of cycling activity, with opportunities 
to get involved and learn about cy¬ 
cling in London. 

“Visitors will be able to find out 
more about Santander Cycles and 
Transport for London’s Cycling Work¬ 
places scheme, and free cycle skills 
sessions will be available for adults 
and children. 

“Breast Cancer Care, also joins the 


proceedings as official charity partner 
of The Women’s Tour. This specialist 
support charity has 1,000 places for 
women to cycle their Pink Ribbon 
Tour, completing 25km of the circuit 
whilst raising money for women fac¬ 
ing breast cancer.” 

The event completes a weekend cel¬ 
ebrating cycling in London, including 
the Central London Criterium London 
Nocturne on the Saturday night. 

Mr Khan said: “I’m really excited 
that the most prestigious women’s cy¬ 
cling race in the world is coming to 
the streets of Central London for the 
first time. 

“Londoners will be able to see their 
Olympic heroes and the world’s top 
riders competing up close, reviving 
the excitement we all felt during the 
Olympics. 


“The race shows our continuing 
commitment to London hosting the 
very best sporting events in world. 

“One of my key priorities is making 
cycling safer and easier for Londoners 
of all backgrounds, and I hope that 
having the Women’s Tour here will 
inspire thousands more Londoners to 
take up cycling as part of their every¬ 
day lives.” 

Ms Archibald, said: “The race being 
hosted by London is a fantastic op¬ 
portunity for women’s cycling and 
shows how far the sport has grown 
over the past couple of years. 

“I’m excited but also nervous about 
the opportunity to ride the Women’s 
Tour since it’s one of the most com¬ 
petitive stage races on the women’s 
UCI calendar. Riding for Team WNT 
I hope to make an impact on the road 
scene after a change of focus from an 
enjoyable track season in 2016.” 

Fran Graham, campaigns co-ordi¬ 
nator at London Cycling Campaign, 
said: “It’s wonderful to welcome the 
Women’s Tour to London and to see 
the fantastic energy and enthusiasm 
it’s generating. London Cycling Cam¬ 
paign is working to translate this ex¬ 
citement into making it easier and 
safer for more women to take the 
healthy, less polluting option of cy¬ 
cling for their everyday, local jour¬ 
neys.” 

To register for the Pink Ribbon 
Tour, visit breastcancercare.org.uk/ 
pinkribbontour. 


Murderer, 15, 
is jailed for life 

A BOY who was found guilty of 
murdering Folajimi Orebiyi in Not- 
ting Hill has been jailed for life. 

The boy, 15, who can only be 
identified as D, was ordered at the 
Old Bailey to serve a minimum of 
13 years. At the same court on Jan¬ 
uary 24, D was found guilty of the 
murder. 

Folajimi, known as Fola, died af¬ 
ter being attacked while out with 
a friend in July. The pupil of Hol¬ 
land Park School and his pal were 
in Colville Square when they were 
approached by a group of boys, 
some of whom were known to 
Fola, and an argument broke out. 

A police spokesman said: "As 
the abuse escalated, Fola agreed 
to fight one of the boys. As the 
fight began, a witness saw a boy 
jump on Fola's back. Fola was then 
stabbed in the neck and ran off to¬ 
wards Portobello Road where he 
collapsed." 

Officers attended the scene and 
immediately administered first aid 
and CPR. London Air Ambulance 
was called and arrived a short 
time later but Fola was pro¬ 
nounced dead at the scene. 

D was arrested on July 5 2016, 
after extensive inquiries to locate 
him. 

Fola's brother, Ola Orebiyi, has 
called for urgent action to reduce 
knife crime in London. 

Ola, who is studying drama at 
The Academy of Live and 
Recorded Arts in Wandsworth, be¬ 
came one of Lewisham council's 
youth knife ambassadors in April, 
and has visited schools to act out 
scenarios to turn young people 
away from violence. 

He said: "Our youths are lost, 
our young men are lost. We can't 
sit back and continue to watch 
young lives being taken away 
from us." 



Visit Tesco Mobile Kensington today 

for your chance to win A 

Tesco Kensington, West Cromwell Road, W14 8PB mobile 


Tesco Mobile Phoneshop competition valid 10/2/17 to 26/2/17 in the following store only; Kensington (West Cromwell Road). No purchase necessary. 1st prize Samsung Galaxy S7 32GB Black, 2nd prize Samsung Galaxy A5 Black, 3rd Prize Moto E3 Black. Prizes are non-transferable and cannot be exchangedfor an 
alternative. One entry per person, entries must be submitted personally by the entrant. Entries by 3rd parties, collective entries or multiple entries will be disqualified. The Promoter accepts no responsibility for lost or incomplete entries. The winner will be picked at random and contacted with details provided. 
If for any reason a winner does not reply to their message within 7 days the Promoter will redraw a new winner. The promotion is open to UK residents (“Entrants”), excluding employees of Tesco Mobile Limited (the “Promoter”) (and their families) and the Promoter’s associated companies, agents and anyone 
professionally connected with the promotion. The Promoter may, in its absolute discretion, disqualify any entries which itfeelsdonot comply with these terms and conditions or where any form of bad faith is suspected. The promoter’s decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. English lawapplies 
to these terms and conditions. Upon request, the surname of the winner will be available by sending an SAE to Tesco Mobile Limited, Retail Team (Phoneshop competition, Feb 2017), Omega, Kestrel Way, Welwyn Garden City, AL71GA. Such requests should not be sent until 28 days after the selection of winner. 
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Changing guard at Buckingham 
new meaning in the build-up to 


T HEY’RE changing guard at Buck¬ 
ingham Palace. Or they shortly 
will be, if the American secret 
service “takes charge” of the 
largest security operation that 
the Queen has experienced in the whole of 
her reign. 

London has never before seen anything 
like the security which is now being 
planned for President Trump’s state visit to 
stay at the palace as the guest of the Queen. 


Thousands of police, special forces, secu¬ 
rity agencies and the military will be in¬ 
volved in safeguarding the President and 
Her Majesty as the capital is reinforced and 
prepared against the risk of an attack which 
would give Islamist terrorists their greatest 
publicity “triumph” since the outrage of 9/11 
And a tussle is expected at the top over 
just who will control it, the commissioner of 
the Met or the President’s own bodyguard. 
Traditionally, the Met is in charge of all 


security operations in London but it is antic¬ 
ipated that such is the unprecedented risk of 
the President’s visit that the Americans will 
want a big say - if not the final word - on 
how to run the operation. 

Throughout the visit, heavily armed offi¬ 
cers from the Met’s Specialist Crime and Op¬ 
erations Specialist Firearms Command and 
Counter Terrorist Specialist Firearms Offi¬ 
cers will be out in force; on the streets, in 
the air and taking charge of controlling the 
Thames. 

It is anticipated that the SAS unit which 
was transferred in 2015 to the outskirts of 
the city will now be moved up to a Central 
London base, possibly in Whitehall or even 
in the palace itself. 

The SAS counter-terror unit was moved 
from its base in Hereford, which is 134 miles 
from the capital, to RAF Northolt - 13 miles 
from Central London. Although that cur¬ 
rently puts them just minutes away from 
any incident as they are on stand-by to be 
flown in by MH-6 “Little Bird” helicopters, 
minutes will be reckoned to be too long and 
they are expected to be deployed in a secret 
central location instead. 

Their colleagues in the SBS are expected 
to also be deployed in super-fast speedboats 
mounted with two high-calibre machine 
guns to provide back-up for the Met’s Ma¬ 
rine Police Unit, which operates a number of 
Delta 1000TX rigid inflatable boats, capable 
of reaching speeds of 50kn, armed to the 
teeth with CTSFOs. 

The Queen’s Guard, the infantry and cav¬ 
alry contingents charged with protecting the 
royal residence will also be placed on full 
alert and with rifles armed not only with 
fixed bayonets but with magazines of live 
ammunition. 

In addition, specialists from the military 
top-secret Human Intelligence unit, known 
simply as Humlnt, will send in extra un¬ 
armed male and female soldiers into Central 
London as spotters, monitoring the move¬ 
ments, mobiles and email of known Is¬ 
lamists and working alongside the crack and 
highly secretive Special Reconnaissance 
Regiment and backed up with second-by-sec- 
ond information on suspects supplied by the 
forces of GCHQ. 

And for the duration of the President’s 
visit, all leave is expected to be cancelled at 
MI5, MI6, the National Domestic Extremism 
and Disorder Intelligence Unit, the National 
Crime Agency, the National Ballistics Intel¬ 
ligence Service, Defence Intelligence, the 
Joint Intelligence Organisation and the new 
National Cyber Security Centre. 

A no-fly zone is predicted to be ordered 
over Central London throughout the visit, 
affecting all civil and private aircraft, in¬ 
cluding drones, and enforced by RAF fight¬ 
ers. 

But that’s just the British side of the mas¬ 
sive security operation. With their highly 
controversial President making a high-pro¬ 
file visit which is much-opposed in many 
quarters, American security services will be 
out in force - and armed - in London like 
never before. 

Besides seeing the deployment of a large 
contingent of the US secret service who will 
provide close-hand protection of the Presi¬ 
dent at every moment, the visit is also ex¬ 
pected to see the deployment of “The Beast”, 
the presidential state car codenamed “Stage¬ 
coach” by agents. 

The unique Cadillac, which cost more 
than £1 million, is an armoured car without 
rival. 


According to reports, it features 8in-thick 
doors, with no keyholes; the way to open the 
passenger doors on the limousine is known 
only to the secret service. 

It has 5in-thick bulletproof glass and only 
the driver’s window opens. It also has run- 
flat tyres, and an interior which is 100 per 
cent sealed to protect the President in the 
event of a chemical attack. 

It also boasts rocket-propelled grenades, 
night vision optics, a tear-gas cannon, on¬ 
board oxygen tanks, an armoured fuel tank 
filled with foam to prevent explosion, pump- 
action shotguns and two pints of blood in 
the president’s blood type. 

It can also fire “multi-spectrum infrared 
smoke grenades” as a counter-measure to a 
rocket-propelled grenade attack or anti-tank 
missiles. On driving to and from the palace 
it will be additionally protected by a secu¬ 
rity motorcade involving up to 45 secret-ser¬ 
vice vehicles, each crammed with heavily 
armed agents, and flanked by armed motor¬ 
cycle outriders provided by the Met. 

In addition to the immediate security de¬ 
tail, planning for the visit is expected to in¬ 
volve hundreds of American special 
agencies. 

The Washington Post has reported that 
there are 1,271 government organisations 
and 1,931 private companies in 10,000 loca¬ 
tions in the US that are working on coun¬ 
terterrorism, homeland security and 
intelligence, and that the intelligence com¬ 
munity as a whole includes 854,000 people 
holding top-secret clearances. And while it 
is highly unlikely that any private compa¬ 
nies will be involved, security planning for 
President Trump’s trip to London is likely to 
involve the CIA, FBI, the Intelligence and 
Security Command, the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, the Office of Intelligence and Coun¬ 
terintelligence, the Office of Intelligence and 
Analysis, the Bureau of Intelligence and Re¬ 
search, the Office of Terrorism, the National 
Geospatial Intelligence Agency, the National 
Reconnaissance Office and the National Se¬ 
curity Agency. 

The visit is a big, big deal and will involve 
not only inch-by-inch planning of every as¬ 
pect of every route that the President will 
take, including which streets are to be 
closed to traffic and which buildings will 
have CTFSO snipers on the roof, but it will 
also involve deep background checks and 
“heavy vetting” of every person, from peers 
to palace staff, who will be at any event and 
which the President is present. 

Anyone attending the state banquet that 
Her Majesty is to throw in honour of the 
President should expect to have both the UK 
and US secret services poring over their 
emails and texts and their entire life history 
before they are cleared to be in the same 
room as him. 

It is also expected that the US secret ser¬ 
vice will press to have its own armed agents 
inside Buckingham Palace at all times, to 
bolster the security traditionally provided 
by the officers of the Met’s SOM Royalty Pro¬ 
tection Group. 

Although so many agencies working to¬ 
gether may cause clashes over who is ulti¬ 
mately in charge of security for the trip, the 
Americans can point to a number of embar¬ 
rassing incidents at the palace in their case 
to be thoroughly involved. 

Royal security has been much tightened 
since the days when Michael Fagan shim¬ 
mied up a drainpipe to sit on Her Majesty’s 
bed and ask for cigarettes. But only last year 
a convicted murderer scaled the walls of 
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Palace takes on 
Trump’s visit 



Buckingham Palace and on a separate occa¬ 
sion a Chinese student armed with a knife 
was arrested after a struggle in the Palace 
courtyard - and both events are unlikely to 
inspire the Americans with complete confi¬ 
dence. 

However, although the palace can be 
made completely secure a greater night¬ 
mare for the security services will be if the 
President decides to go out and about. 

Despite the pompous unilateralism of 
Commons Speaker John Bercow’s an¬ 
nouncement that the President will not be 
permitted to address both Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment, pressure is growing for the “Bercow 
obstacle” to be removed and, if President 
Trump wishes, his address will go ahead - 
meaning that every MP, peer and member 
of the parliamentary staff will also have to 
be “deep vetted” by both nations’ secret ser¬ 
vices, together with all journalists covering 
it. It is also most likely that, whatever the 
Bercow brigade does or doesn’t want, 
armed agents will be deployed inside the 
chambers. 

A bigger worry for security experts is 
talk of a possible ride by the President in a 
state coach from the palace to Parliament. 
Although both the Diamond Jubilee State 
Coach and the Gold State Coach would both 
provide all of the pomp and pageantry re¬ 
quired for the occasion, neither of the tim¬ 
ber-built carriages is bullet or bomb proof 
and given this weakness it is likely that the 
security services will argue for the usual 
coachmen to be replaced with armed agents 
or the highly-adaptable SAS. 

Although fears of an attack on the Presi¬ 
dent in London were recently sensation¬ 
alised in the movie London Has Fallen, 
which depicted a mass assault ordered by a 
Pakistani terror lord, the fiction is not en¬ 
tirely without foundation. 

In his recent report for London mayor 
Sadiq Khan on the state of the capital’s se¬ 
curity, Lord Toby Harris highlighted the 


possibility of such a multi-terrorist attack. 

“A marauding terrorist firearms attack is 
currently considered to be the most signifi¬ 
cant terrorist threat affecting the UK and 
other western countries. It was the main 
method used by terrorists in Mumbai in 
2008, in Nairobi in 2013, in Paris in 2015 and 
in Orlando in 2016,” wrote Lord Harris. 

“Because attacks of this nature can be 
carried out by a small number of attackers 
- sometimes an individual - there is the 
possibility for multiple attacks to be car¬ 
ried out simultaneously. Such tactics would 
stretch emergency service resources, and 
contribute to the confusion and panic cre¬ 
ated. If such an attack did occur, multiple 
casualties would be inevitable. 

“The diversity of these attacks, and the 
introduction of new methods by terrorists, 
means that we need to be prepared not only 
for those types of attacks we have seen be¬ 
fore, but also for attacks the nature of 
which we cannot yet know. 

“It is thought that around 850 UK extrem¬ 
ists have travelled from the UK to Syria 
and Iraq to join the so-called Islamic State. 
Of these, around half are estimated to have 
returned, and may have received combat 
and terrorist training and may additionally 
be motivated by their experiences and what 
they have witnessed whilst away. These in¬ 
dividuals represent a real threat and pre¬ 
sent particular challenges to the 
intelligence agencies and the police in keep¬ 
ing track of them.” 

Although it is likely that, ahead of the 
President’s visit, the Met will repeat the 
strategy it employed before the Notting Hill 
Carnival and round up and hold all “known 
persons of interest”, it is the unknown ones 
who represent the greatest fears in the se¬ 
curity services. And with UK seizures of 
smuggled automatic weapons now at a 
record high, clearly the state visit will in¬ 
volve much for many to be worried about. 

Geoff Baker 



Members of the SAS counter-terror unit are expected to be deployed in a central location 
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Tiny home will 
set you back 


£600,000 


ONE of Central London’s 
smallest detached homes has 
been put on the market for 
the first time in almost 50 
years. 

The pint-sized pad has just 
290 sq ft of floor space and is 
in need of a full renovation. 

But despite the size and 
condition, the “little gem” is 
in the middle of Chelsea so 
has an asking price of 
£600,000. 

Walk through the front 
door of the home on Britten 
Street and you’re straight 
into the reception room, 
with a doorway leading to 


the kitchen and shower 
room. 

Of the Britten Street prop¬ 
erty, selling agents Douglas 
& Gordon say: “A proper 
Chelsea gem. Available to 
the market for the first time 
in almost 50 years, this is an 
utterly charming one-bed¬ 
room cottage quietly situ¬ 
ated on one of Chelsea’s 
prettiest streets, overlooking 


St Luke’s Gardens. Inter¬ 
nally, this freehold house is 
in need of complete re-mod- 
ernisation and offers an in¬ 
coming buyer a terrific 
opportunity to refit it to 
their own taste and style 
whether it be as a lovely 
house or as a private office. 

“Britten Street runs be¬ 
tween Sydney Street and 
Astell Street.” 



The tiny home is 
situated on one of 
Chelsea's "prettiest 
streets", 
overlooking St 
Luke's Gardens 
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Market traders demand 
protection from anti-fur 


protesters 



BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

TRADERS at Portobello Market 
are calling for protection against 
anti-fur campaigners who have 
vowed to stage protests until 
stalls stop selling fur and animal 
skins. 

The stallholders fear that the 
demonstrations by dozens of 
shouting animal-rights campaign¬ 
ers with megaphones will have “a 
devastating effect” on all trade at 
the market as “terrified” shop¬ 
pers stay away from Portobello. 

Non-fur stallholders say the 
Saturday protests are already 
starting to damage trade and are 
putting off people from visiting 
the world-famous market. 

The traders who sell vintage 
fur coats and clothing want Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea council, 
which manages the market, to in¬ 
vestigate whether legal action can 
be taken against the protesters 
for “harassment”. 

Although police have arrested 
at least one of the animal ac¬ 
tivists, fears are rising at the mar¬ 
ket because the protesters have 
warned: “We now plan to keep 
protesting until the fur traders 
cease to exist. We want to send a 
clear message that people don’t 
want fur in their streets”. 

A spokesman for the campaign¬ 
ers said: “We started the protest 
after seeing the dramatic rise of 
cheap fur everywhere. Portobello 
was highlighted to us as one of 
the worst, if not the worst, market 
in terms of how much fur there 
is. 

“It’s become almost impossible 
to walk down the road without 


seeing real fur - from £10 dog- and 
cat-fur bobble hats and fur trims 
to Canada-goose coats and expen¬ 
sive full-length furs. 

“We started the protest to edu¬ 
cate the public as so many people 
buy this fur without even know¬ 
ing it’s real. 

“We have had people literally 
rip their fur off their clothes 
when they realise it’s real. 

“We now plan to keep protest¬ 
ing until the fur traders cease to 
exist. We want to send a clear 
message that people don’t want 
fur in their streets. It is not ac¬ 
ceptable nor fashionable, it is 
purely cruelty. 

“At the protest we hand out 
leaflets, talk to the public and 
make a lot of noise with chanting 
and megaphones and we play 
footage to people to show them 
how the fur is taken from these 
animals. 

“We find the visual with the ed¬ 
ucation tends to work well. 

“We do not target any one stall. 
We are there to give a voice to the 
voiceless and to incite change as 
quickly and effectively as possi¬ 
ble. We have held three protests 
so far and this weekend we will 
be protesting at Portobello again. 
The general public are rather sup¬ 
portive of our cause. 

“Two weeks ago another ac¬ 
tivist was arrested. He was re¬ 
leased nine hours later without 
charge. But we will be there re¬ 
gardless, taking a stand against 
animal abuse.” 

This weekend the protesters 
are planning to be out in force 
and will be asking shoppers to 
sign a petition calling on the 
council to ban the sale of fur from 


the market. One of the fur 
traders, Hilary Proctor, said the 
stallholders want the council to 
step in to protect them. 

She said: “We want the coun¬ 
cil’s market manager, Nick Kasic, 
to look into whether legal action 
can be taken against these 
protesters for harassment. 

“He should not be letting this 
happen. Licensed stallholders are 
being harassed and bullied and 
we should be protected. 

“This is very, very bad for the 
whole of Portobello Road to have 
these people harassing us. People 
are terrified with all of this shout¬ 
ing going on. 

“I’ve had 40 of them circled in 
an arc around my stall, shouting 
through megaphones. It’s a dis¬ 
grace. 

“This stops anyone being able 


to continue with our business; we 
only have a limited period to sell, 
between 8am and 4pm, and these 
protesters are disrupting 50 per 
cent of it.” 

Ms Proctor, who has had a stall 
at the market since 1972, added: 
“We have been told by the police 
not to communicate with these 
people. 

“But we can’t let it go on and 
on, that would be extremely bad 
publicity for the whole of Porto¬ 
bello Road and that could have a 
devastating effect on the business 
of all of the traders.” 

Another stallholder, who does 
not sell fur, said: “The stated tar¬ 
gets of these protests are traders 
selling virtually any type of new 
or vintage fur. 

“However, there is an under¬ 
current of a vegan agenda and I 
hear that some other traders - 
such as a cheese stall - have also 
been targeted. 

“Trade has already been diffi¬ 
cult for some time now and I’m 
told these regular protests are fur¬ 
ther eroding trade.” 

A spokesman for the council 
said: “All goods on sale in Porto¬ 
bello Market can be legally sold 
in any market or high street and 
the market has a long tradition 
of selling vintage clothing. 

“The council does not have a 
policy on fur, nor does it intend 
to adopt one. We look to Parlia¬ 
ment to decide what can and can¬ 
not be sold legally in the UK.” 

“People are entitled to protest 
lawfully. Stallholders are also en¬ 
titled to carry out their lawful 
business. The police are monitor¬ 
ing the situation.” 



Police chiefs slam shadow home secretary over spit-hood comments 


MET Police chiefs have hit out at shadow 
home secretary Diane Abbott for opposing 
the introduction of spit hoods - revealing that 
more than 100 officers needed hospital treat¬ 
ment after been spat at last year. 

Metropolitan Police Federation chairman 
Ken Marsh challenged the MP to meet officers 
who have suffered spitting assault after she 
stated on social media that there is no evi¬ 
dence that spit hoods are necessary or use¬ 
ful. 

“Spitting at someone is a vile assault and 
the shadow home secretary should talk to Met 
officers about the realities of being spat at on 
duty,” said Mr Marsh. 


“I am beyond saddened by these comments 
from an experienced London MP. I wonder if 
she would like to talk to my colleagues and 
their families to get some idea of what they 
have to go through? 

“Some 802 Met officers have been spat at 
by criminals in the past year, with 106 requir¬ 
ing hospital treatment - and 42 police officers 
were spat at during the Notting Hill Carnival 
alone, with four needing to go to hospital. 

“Just this past week, a Met officer was spat 
at in the mouth and eye by a suspect. He is 
now anxiously awaiting test results. 

“Shadow home secretary, we must protect 
the protectors. The Met Police Federation 


want all police officers to be issued with spit 
guards. We must be clear that the only time 
this protection would be used would be when 
someone has threatened to spit or has spat at 
one of my colleagues. 

“At that point I am only interested in the 
protection of my Metropolitan Police col¬ 
leagues - no police officer goes to work ex¬ 
pecting to be assaulted and abused. And being 
spat at is vile. 

“If you don’t want to be placed in a spit 
guard, don’t spit at a police officer.” 

Spit guards are currently being trialled in 
Met custody suites in five areas. 


Four health trusts 
to give evidence at 
antiques expert’s 
two-week inquest 

FOUR health trusts and the Met Police will 
give evidence at the inquest into the death 
of an Antiques Roadshow expert who died 
after being restrained while suffering severe 
post-natal depression. 

Sotheby’s jewellery expert Alice Gibson- 
Watt died in hospital after a bout of post¬ 
partum psychosis in 2012 - five weeks after 
giving birth to her first daughter Chiara 
Charlotte. 

A post mortem revealed the 34-year-old 
died of a brain injury as result of a cardiac 
arrest and suffered a ruptured liver. 

A jury inquest was arranged for this com¬ 
ing April. But last week a pre-inquest review 
heard the inquiry could be delayed after se¬ 
nior coroner Chinyere Inyama was sus¬ 
pended in October last year. 

His suspension came after some families 
were waiting more than a year to have their 
inquest heard. 

In February last year he was found guilty 
of misconduct after he lost a 30-page police 
file relating to the death of teenager Alice 
Gross in November 2014. 

Mrs Gibson-Watts’ inquest will now be 
heard by assistant coroner Sarah Ormond- 
Walshe. 

The inquest will hear evidence from 
Chelsea and Westminster Hospital Trust, 
West London Mental Health Trust, Central 
North West London Hospital Trust and the 
London Ambulance Service NHS Trust 
about their contact with Mrs Gibson-Watts 
before she died. 

At the hearing last week, the corner said: 
“We are having very challenging times still 
here. 

“At the moment I am without a coroner’s 
officer for this case but I have been told that 
I will have someone very soon.” 

It was revealed that some documents had 
not been sent to all the interested parties 
but issues of disclosure were dealt with. 

The coroner said: “We have had a number 
of changes. 

“Papers may have been sent to an email 
that no-one else can access. And that’s the 
reason for starting again with some of these 
issues.” 

She added later: “I don’t have the coro¬ 
ner’s officer who was dealing with this case 
to help me but I am in contact with the per¬ 
son babysitting the case.” 

The full inquest at West London Coroner’s 
Court will decide whether poorly adminis¬ 
tered CPR caused the liver damage and 
whether that killed her. 

Mrs Gibson-Watt, believed to be a relative 
of the Duke of Buccleuch, suffered an 
episode at home and was taken to West Mid¬ 
dlesex University Hospital, Isleworth. 

She was taken by the London Ambulance 
Service and was physically restrained by 
paramedics. 

Mrs Gibson-Watt was transferred to a spe¬ 
cialist mental-health unit, Lakeside, in Isle- 
worth, and suffered a cardiac arrest. 

She was then moved to King’s College 
Hospital, Camberwell, where she died on 
November 20, 2012. 

Three members of her family, including 
widower Anthony Gibson-Watt, attended the 
hearing. 

Postpartum psychosis causes a severe and 
sudden bout of mental illness and affects 
one in fOOO mums. 

In the UK more than 1,400 women are 
treated for the symptoms, including para¬ 
noia and hallucinations, each year. 

The full inquest, which is set to last two 
weeks, is due to start on April If and the 
coroner said she was optimistic all the par¬ 
ties would be there. 

However, a back-up date of May 15 was 
set in case there are any delays to the start 
of the inquest. 

A further pre-inquest review hearing was 
arranged for the afternoon of March 9. 
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Met is ‘dipping into very 
willing to 


carry guns 


THE chief of the Met has called for more po¬ 
lice to volunteer to carry guns - warning that 
“we’re now dipping in a very shallow pool of 
willing officers”. 

In a landmark retirement speech, Met Com¬ 
missioner Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe outlined 
the need for more armed cops in the capital 
and hinted that his successor should consider 
allowing more officers to carry Tasers. 

Delivering a “state of the Met” address at 
the Royal United Services Institute for De¬ 
fence and Security Studies, Sir Bernard gave 
a strong defence of the need to arm officers 
and their use of lethal force. 

Reflecting on his time as Britain’s top cop, 
he said: “You’d think from what you read and 
hear that our relationship with the public is 
not great. In fact, Londoners are more confi¬ 
dent in the Met now than when I took over - 
and if you still believe opinion pollsters after 
2016, you’ll be aware that trust in policing has 
risen since 2011 

“So when the time comes to hand my war¬ 
rant card I’ll do so with pride at what I’ve put 
into this badge, and the values it represents. 
I humbly believe that the next generation of 
recruits to wear this are joining a service 
that’s stronger, more professional and more 
capable than when I joined in 1979. 

“I got my values from my upbringing in 
Sheffield. I didn’t like those who preyed on 
people on the estate where I lived with my 
mother. I always wanted to take on the bullies, 
people who used their position of strength to 
intimidate physically or psychologically. I still 
do. 

“And if you go and ask the public today, as 
we often do, they’ll tell you they want the po¬ 
lice, above all else, to protect them.That 
means, I believe, that police have a particular 
responsibility to protect weak and vulnerable 
people who are less able to protect themselves 

“Correspondingly, we have a duty to ensure 
that we investigate without fear or favour if 
allegations are made against those in powerful 
positions. We must not be deflected by their 
status. 

“That will lead to tension, at times, between 
police and those in positions of power and re¬ 
sponsibility, such as the media and politi¬ 
cians. I think that’s a healthy sign of a democ¬ 
racy where no-one’s above the law. When the 
public see police being criticised by those in 
power, I hope they reflect upon that. 

“It frustrates me when people call into ques¬ 
tion our motives for carrying out an investi¬ 
gation. Our duties are set out very clearly in 
the oath of attestation police officers take 
when they become a constable. This is how it 
starts: T will well and truly serve the Queen 
in the office of constable, with fairness, in¬ 
tegrity, diligence and impartiality, upholding 
fundamental human rights and according 
equal respect to all people; and that I will, to 
the best of my power, cause the peace to be 
kept and preserved and prevent all offences 
against people and property.’ 

“I firmly believe the vast majority of the 
women and men I have had the privilege to 
lead, exhibit these values day in, day out. 

“Where we do let people down, I honestly 
believe it’s usually a mistake rather than mal¬ 
ice. And to be absolutely clear, if we do see a 
sign of anything approaching corruption, we 
act. 

“That’s why we had to investigate the evi¬ 
dence that police officers and other public of¬ 


ficials were being paid to hand over 
confidential information to journal¬ 
ists. We cannot afford to have our se¬ 
cure systems compromised. 

“We encourage internal whistle¬ 
blowers to call our confidential 
Rightline to report concerns. I per¬ 
sonally make a point of looking each 
month to see what’s reported, to as¬ 
sure myself that our people are con¬ 
fident to get in touch. 

“It’s just one of the reasons why 
the Met’s anti-corruption capability 
is recognised as one of the best in 
the world. 

“So the public are right to trust 
the police. Right to trust the officers 
I met on New Year’s Eve - allowing 
the public to enjoy that event despite 
the fears caused by the attack in 
Berlin, and earlier in Nice. 

“Right to trust the detectives in our sexual 
offending team - who sit down and listen to 
horrendous accounts of abuse, take it seri¬ 
ously, accept what’s been said and get on and 
investigate. 

“And right to trust our firearms officers - 
the people who will put their lives on the line 
to protect you from criminals and terrorists. 

“I do want to focus on this particular 
group - the officers who volunteer to be 
trained to carry firearms. 

“I’ve spent a lot of time with them over the 
past year. When I decided we needed 600 more 
specialist firearms officers to protect the pub¬ 
lic and support our colleagues in the front¬ 
line, I also decided to take a personal role in 
making sure it happened as fast as possible. 

“So every few weeks since then, I’ve met 
officers from our firearms team to check on 
progress and do everything possible to clear 
obstacles out of the way. 

“Some of those obstacles are practical, 
training the officers, getting enough kit, get¬ 
ting the right kit. Some though are harder to 
deal with. In particular, officers have seen 
what happens to their colleagues who have 
had to use lethal force to protect the public. 
Increasingly, they seem to be portrayed as 
suspects, based, I can only assume, on an un¬ 
derlying belief that they must have acted in a 
criminal fashion if someone has died. 

“As their leader, I am hugely concerned by 
this. I know these officers. They do not come 
to work wanting to shoot someone. They cer¬ 
tainly don’t want to kill anyone. Apart from 
anything else, they now know it’s probably 
going to put their career in firearms on hold 
whilst there’s an investigation. That can take 
years, which is too long. 

“This is a dangerous place to be - in two 
ways. Firstly, it’s getting in the way of re¬ 
cruiting to these critical roles. 

“Whilst we are well on track to fill the ad¬ 
ditional 600 roles, we simply don’t have 
enough people now wanting to do these jobs. 
The failure rate in training is high. It should 
be, so the public can be assured that only our 
best officers are allowed to carry a gun. 

“So we always need more people volunteer¬ 
ing than we have jobs, and we’re now dipping 
in a very shallow pool of willing officers. 

“Secondly, we can’t afford to have officers 
think twice because they fear the conse¬ 
quences of shooting someone. That’s how they 
get shot, or the public gets hurt, or a criminal 
gets away with a gun. 



“Make no mistake, the last thing we want 
to do is to force a vehicle to stop because it’s 
got an armed criminal inside. It’s dangerous 
for us, it’s dangerous for the public and it’s 
dangerous for the criminal too. But sometimes 
we have no choice. 

“Shootings are rare in the UK and rare in 
London. This city has got safer. It averaged 
over 150 murders a year in the six years before 
I became Commissioner. That has fallen to an 
average of 110. 

“But 12 people were still shot dead by crim¬ 
inals in London in 2016. That’s 12 deaths too 
many and we are concerned that we’re seeing 
more guns which is why we’ve put more offi¬ 
cers into tackling this. In fact, we recovered 
697 firearms last year. We have to have highly 
trained firearms officers to counter the threat 
from armed criminals and terrorists. 

“Those officers carried out more than 3,300 
deployments involving firearms in 2016 but 
they did not fire a single shot at a suspect. 
It’s an urban myth that officers are trigger- 
happy. They’re not. In fact, in one of the most 
notable cases last year, the fatal stabbing in 
Russell Square, the young man who was re¬ 
sponsible, after he suffered a severe episode 
of mental health, is alive today because our 
officers made a split-second decision to use a 
Taser to detain him, not a gun. 

“I think we will have enough specialist 
firearms officers to meet the current threat 
once the 600 extra have all been trained. But 
I’m sure my successor will want to keep under 
review the number equipped with Taser, as 
other forces issue them more widely to offi¬ 
cers than the Met does. 

“I recognise some people are concerned 
about this but I think the public should be re¬ 
assured that our police are well trained and 
cautious in their use of force. We do need to 
strike the right balance but I strongly believe 
that when people look at what we do, there 
should be less suspicion and more trust. 

“This may all sound a remote risk to those 
who think any police shooting is unjustified. 
Well, you probably don’t live in the commu¬ 
nities affected. It’s not your family member 
who was shot, or is in fear of their life. That’s 
who we are trying to protect, and I really want 
the public to get behind our officers, show 
their support for them, and ensure they get 
treated fairly after a shooting. 

“That’s what I called for publicly after the 
Paris attack at the Bataclan theatre, and I was 
pleased when David Cameron said he would 
commission a review of the legal position of 


firearms officers. I know they are looking for¬ 
ward keenly to the outcome. 

“I think that RUSI is the right place to high¬ 
light again the position of police officers, es¬ 
pecially after the public have been critical 
about the way our soldiers have been investi¬ 
gated. This audience understands the security 
threats better than anyone. You’ve seen the 
use of lorries in Berlin and Nice, and you can 
be assured that we have refreshed our tactics 
for dealing with this kind of incident. They 
must always include the use of lethal force as 
a last resort. We’ve seen how a heavy lorry 
becomes an incredibly powerful weapon when 
a terrorist is at the wheel. We have to be ready 
to stop that threat. 

“Our officers will put their lives on the line 
when it matters. The Prime Minister rightly 
called them unsung heroes just before Christ¬ 
mas. I agree. Our firearms officers are part of 
that defensive shield for Londoners and they 
are very much unsung heroes. I’m grateful 
too that the mayor acknowledged this when 
we stood side by side in August to announce 
that armed policing would be more visible in 
the capital. 

“He chose to use his first opportunity as 
mayor to meet firearms officers and said then 
how reassuring it was to ‘see our brave, dedi¬ 
cated and incredibly skilled armed response 
officers in action’ and he went on to thank 
every Met officer who has volunteered to put 
themselves on the frontline of protecting Lon¬ 
doners. 

“I’d like to see politicians and the public 
follow his lead and be ready to support these 
officers, on the difficult days not just when 
it’s uncontentious. 

“I hope too they’ll support my successor as 
they continue to make the case for the finan¬ 
cial support required to police this great and 
growing city, the engine of our country’s econ¬ 
omy. We know there are tough times ahead - 
and as I’ve warned in recent weeks, there are 
some warning lights flashing. 

“Traditional crimes are rising, including 
gun and knife crime, though the Met’s Total 
Policing strategy has kept down this increase 
in the capital by deploying extra officers into 
the worst-affected areas. 

“The range of things we’re asked to do as 
police is stretching us as online crime in¬ 
creases and terrorism evolves. 

“And our partners in local authorities are 
under severe financial pressure with things 
like CCTV and youth services being scaled 
back. 
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shallow pool’ of officers 


“The next Commissioner will have to deal 
with all of this in a growing city with fewer 
officers. 

“I know it’s hard to put a price on public 
safety but at a time of significant terrorist ac¬ 
tivity across Europe's capitals and major 
cities, it’s vital that London continues to be 
seen as a safe place to live, work and visit. It 
is part of what makes this city so attractive 
to people of talent and enterprise from around 
the world and that’s a key reason why inter¬ 
national businesses want to come here. 

“Of course, keeping the capital safe brings 
with it some additional costs, such as policing 
state visits or upholding the right to protest. 
I’m sure the government recognises the eco¬ 
nomic value of a safe capital and won’t put 
my successor into the position of having to 
choose between this and keeping our neigh¬ 
bourhoods safe. 

“The threat from armed criminality and 
terrorism has been clear to the public from 
recent international events. 

“But I’ve made plain over the past couple 
of years that the threats to public safety are 
numerous and varied. 

“They include an increased reporting of 
sexual offending against adults and children, 
including historic abuse; a rise in domestic 
violence; an ongoing battle against knife- 
crime; and then there’s the new frontier of 
digital or cyber crime, which includes online 
hate crime as well as fraud, predatory crimi¬ 
nality, data theft and hacking. 

“If I could, I’d be putting more resources 
into all of these areas. But the reality, as I 
have spelt out in recent weeks, is that we face 
losing officers. So we can’t just put more peo¬ 
ple into facing all of the threats. 

“I’ll finish by talking about our vision for 
becoming more effective, more efficient and 
transforming the Met into the best digital po¬ 
lice service. 

“It’s a well-developed vision which brings 
to life one of the biggest and most ambitious 
change programmes in the country. And it’s 
why I believe my successor, although they 
will face real financial difficulties, is inherit¬ 
ing an organisation in good shape to deal with 
the future. 

“The frontline police officer is at the centre 
of our vision. Our aim is simple. It’s to make 
them as effective as possible at keeping the 
public safe, being the best crime-fighter they 
can possibly be, and earning the trust and 
confidence of every community in London. 

“There are four ways in which we’ll achieve 
that. Firstly, providing real-time information 
to officers via smart mobile devices like 
tablets that will improve their situational 
awareness and their ability to understand and 
manage risks to the public. 

“Secondly, transforming the way the public 
can get help from police through digital chan¬ 
nels, in a relationship based on transparency 
and accountability. 

“Thirdly, professional support for our offi¬ 
cers, whether that’s the quality of data they 
receive to do their job, or the ability to work 
smartly from better but fewer buildings. 

“And finally, and most importantly in my 
view, a focus on investing in and trusting our 
people. It’s their values and professionalism 
that keep London safe. 

“Let me develop those areas for you. Firstly, 
how we are equipping our officers in the front¬ 
line? 

“At the core of policing is the need to un¬ 
derstand and manage risk. Our ability to do 
that hinges on the quality of information our 
officers have and their ability to access and 
analyse it in a timely fashion to anticipate 
threats and respond accordingly. If you’re an 
officer on night duty called to an incident, 
you want information quickly to help you 
make the right judgements. 

“We already have lots of information com¬ 
ing into our control rooms by different chan¬ 
nels. Live CCTV feeds, data from automatic 
recognition of number plates which helps us 
track suspects and criminals, social media 
and other historic intelligence within policing 
systems and, critically, the information we 
get from the public calling us to report crime 
and tell us what they’ve seen. 



“Receiving and analysing this information 
in real time is gold dust for commanders and 
for people in the frontline. That’s why I have 
pushed hard to equip our officers with secure 
smart devices - tablets, phones, laptops - 
which will begin in earnest this summer. 

“With these tools will come the ability to 
provide officers with the live-video streams 
we can see in the control room, up-to-the mo¬ 
ment images of suspects or incidents they are 
about to encounter, real-time data from 
ANPR - automatic number-plate recognition - 
and the other intelligence feeds we have. This 
multi-channel capability offers huge potential 
to improve our ability to understand situa¬ 
tional risks and to use data quickly to make 
the correct judgement to protect vulnerable 
people. 

“Secondly, we are enabling the people who 
need our help to contact us via a range of dig¬ 
ital and social channels, which are faster and 
easier to use. People want to have this choice 
but for those who want to get in touch directly, 
we are also investing in more dedicated neigh¬ 
bourhood officers and more welcoming police 
stations. 

“I'm excited by the potential of digital polic¬ 
ing. We’ve already used social media to mo¬ 
bilise taxi drivers in Marylebone to help us 
catch criminals and we’re about to go live 
with a new website that will allow the public 
shortly to report far more crime online in a 
way that will be easier for them and us. 

“We’re moving on to allow the public to up¬ 
load evidence to us of a crime, like videos or 
photos. 

“We’re planning to introduce that this year, 
allowing our officers to make much more 
rapid judgements about opportunities to in¬ 
vestigate and catch offenders, without the pub¬ 
lic having to wait a few days for an officer to 
deal with a non-emergency. 

“Building a digital relationship with the 
public will also allow us to deliver customised 
crime-prevention information to protect their 
property and their own safety. 

“Our new website will contain localised 
crime information for every one of London’s 
629 wards and in time, if you wish, we will be 
able to contact you proactively by postcode 
to alert you to threats. It’s the virtual equiva¬ 
lent of what we call cocooning - knocking on 
people’s doors in the vicinity of a burglary to 
let them know so they don’t become the next 
victim. 

“We know from all the research we’ve done 
that the majority of the public want to help 
the police. We haven’t always been very good 
at telling or enabling them to do so. The more 
they can help us prevent crime or investigate 
at speed, the more we can focus on sending 
our officers to protect the most vulnerable. 

“Our role in this contract with the public 
is based on transparency and accountability. 
Where we’ve got it wrong, I’ve always been 
willing to apologise, sometimes for mistakes 
from decades ago. 

“And I’ve not shied away from our difficul¬ 
ties, ensuring they get properly looked at so 
we can get better. That’s why at various times, 
I’ve asked outside experts to look at how we 
deal with mental health, rape and the investi¬ 
gation of allegations of historic abuse. 

“I am proud to say the Met now has more 
officers equipped with body-worn video than 
any other police force in the world, 7,500. And 
in a matter of months, that will rise to 22,000. 
They let courts see what happened in an inci¬ 
dent and the evidence captured means our of¬ 
ficers are even bigger fans than the public. 

“They accept, as I have always done, that 
our duties include being held to account and 
that’s why I welcome the role that modern 


technology can play in ensuring this is done 
fairly. 

“I won’t dwell on the third part of our vi¬ 
sion - professional support for our officers - 
but I do want to say a few more words about 
our people and the role they play in our vision 
of the future. 

“Police officers have been much maligned 
in recent years. I’ve done my bit at every op¬ 
portunity to praise and celebrate their com¬ 
mitment, their passion and, with you today, 
their values. 

“I’ve also been challenging. I’ve champi¬ 
oned direct entry from outside policing into 
senior officer roles and now as detectives. I’ve 
supported Police Now, a scheme which origi¬ 
nated in the Met to offer graduates a faster 
route into frontline policing as neighbourhood 
officers. 

“I’ve invested time and money in develop¬ 
ing our leaders - at all levels - for the chal¬ 
lenges of the future. I’ve indicated that I think 
we need fewer ranks to narrow the gap be¬ 
tween the top and bottom of the organisation 
to improve communication and decision-mak¬ 
ing. 

“I’ve done this because I trust our leaders 
and because I know the future demands more 
and more of us. If you just think about the op¬ 
portunities that real-time information pro¬ 
vides, it allows for much more autonomous 
decision-making and a need to move away 
from the old supervision model. The future 
will offer more freedom to officers but also 
better and faster data that will support our 
evidence-based decision-making and reduce 
the reliance on individual instincts. 

“Some call this police reform, some call it 
continuous improvement. For me, my time as 
Commissioner and as a police officer has been 
a restless search for ways to stay ahead of 
criminals and improve the professionalism of 
policing. 

“Our people are the most important part of 
this vision, and my successor is very lucky 


to be inheriting the finest collection of officers 
and staff they will ever lead. 

“London is a remarkable place and I have 
been proud to lead the women and men of the 
Met as they strive to fulfil our ambition to 
make this the safest global city. They are an 
extraordinarily diverse bunch. We have some¬ 
one from every country in the European 
Union serving in our ranks and between us 
we speak nearly all the 300 languages that you 
find in London’s communities, including 
Yorkshire. 

“I am pleased we have increased by a third 
the number of officers from minorities in my 
time as Commissioner. I can assure any Lon¬ 
doner from whatever background or ethnicity 
that they will feel welcome in the Met, just as 
London itself is a welcoming city. It welcomed 
me, as a young man from Sheffield, and it’s 
always welcomed people from all over the 
world. The values the Met adopted under my 
leadership - courage, compassion, profession¬ 
alism, integrity - are the reason why I’m so 
proud of the work we do to make this the 
safest global city. 

“Courage - frontline police officers running 
towards trouble when others run away. 

“Compassion - caring for victims and pro¬ 
tecting the most vulnerable people. 

“Professionalism - recognising and devel¬ 
oping the skills and expertise our officers and 
staff need to do the job. 

“And integrity - the ethics and values that 
build public trust. 

“Of course we can always do better. Police 
officers aren’t perfect. We’re human. There 
are moments when we let down the public - 
just like there are parts of our city that aren’t 
perfect and are difficult, violent places to live. 

“I tell you what you though. We’ll be there, 
however difficult, however violent the situa¬ 
tion, running towards trouble, doing our bit 
to protect the public, upholding our values, 
acting without fear or favour and making Lon¬ 
don safe for all our communities.” 
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S HE was named 
one of the defin¬ 
ing artists of the 
last decade and 
declared among 
the world’s most influential 
people in the eyes of both 
Time and Esquire maga¬ 
zines. 

But now M.I.A. is set to 
tackle a fresh creative chal¬ 
lenge as she takes over the 
reins of London’s Melt¬ 
down Festival this year. 

Curating the Southbank 
Centre’s annual music ex¬ 
travaganza will be no 
daunting exercise for the 
London-born rapper, 
though. 

Perhaps more than any 
other musician over the 
last 15 years, M.I.A. - real 
name Mathangi ‘Maya’ 
Arulpragasam - has been a 
true champion of the cul¬ 
ture clash that Meltdown 
celebrates. 

And the 41-year-old says 
she is keen to put musical 
diversity at the heart of her 


festival, which takes over 
the Southbank in June. 

“For me this Meltdown 
will be about putting on a 
musical week that shows 
different types of music 
which have inspired each 
other to exist,” says Maya, 
who was unveiled as this 
year’s festival curator this 
month. 

“Genres that support 
genres, redefining the con¬ 
cept of a melting pot.” 

Taking the helm at Melt¬ 
down is no small feat. Over 
the last 25 years the week- 
long celebration of the capi¬ 
tal’s musical mix has been 
headed up by a host of gen¬ 
uine legends, from the likes 
of Patti Smith, David Bowie 
and Ray Davies to Yoko 
Ono, David Byrne and Mor¬ 
rissey among others. 

But M.I.A., no stranger 
to the headlines, is a bona 
fide superstar in her own 
right these days. 

Nominated for an 
Academy award, two Gram- 


mys and a Mercury Prize, 
the rapper’s accolade-laden 
music career spans 13 years 


and five albums - all the 
while defying stylistic gen¬ 
res, with influences rang¬ 
ing from nu rave and 
dancehall to hip-hop 
and world music. Chart 
heavyweights Christina 
Aguilera, Madonna and 
Nicki Minaj are among 
her list of collaborators, 
while she has also 
worked with rap megas¬ 
tars Kanye West, Jay-Z 
and Lil Wayne. 

One of pop music’s 
true social strivers, 
M.I.A.’s unique brand 
of RnB has always been 
fully charged with 
sharp comment on her 
life and times. 

Her 2007 Top 20 hit 
Paper Planes ques¬ 
tioned immigrant 
stereotypes and was 
featured on the sound¬ 
track to Danny Boyle’s 
film Slumdog Million¬ 
aire. 

And her alter music 
videos for Bad Girls and 
Born Free were both 
critically acclaimed and 
politically polarising. 

Some of the world’s 
biggest stars have been 
falling over themselves 
simply to be seen with 
Maya. 

This machine-gun ap¬ 
proach, however, has 
come at a price. She 
was infamously rapped 
by the NFL after flip¬ 
ping her middle finger 
during a half-time per¬ 
formance at the 2012 
Super Bowl. 

And she came under 
heavy fire from French 
football club Paris 
Saint-Germain for 
sporting a replica shirt 


in the video for her 2015 
single Borders having 
cheekily tweaked the name 
of the sponsor Fly Emirates 
to Fly Pirates. 

Many fans would agree 
that an occasional dip in 
the hot water is a small 
price to pay for an artist so 
determined to push bound¬ 
aries with her music. 

Her latest record, AIM, 
her fifth full-length album, 
delights in further ruffling 
feathers. 

It incorporates her vin¬ 
tage brand of downbeat 
electronica flavoured with 
world music rhythms and a 
defiantly western pop sen¬ 
sibility. 

As well as her music, 
M.I.A. is also a director, vi¬ 
sual artist, photographer, 
fashion designer, model and 
activist. 

She spearheaded a 
clothes recycling project 
with high-street brand 
H&M and her first public 
exhibition of art was nomi¬ 
nated for an Alternative 
Turner Prize. 

Love her or hate her, it 
seems M.I.A. has become an 
essential addition to our na¬ 
tional cultural palette. 

“Respect the history, 
don’t live in it,” she 
proudly proclaims ahead of 
this year’s Meltdown. 

“I plan to bring together 
music’s best forward- 
thinkers who have con¬ 
tributed to all our lives. 
When music acts as inspi¬ 
ration, it’s boundary-less.” 

M.I.A. is curating this 
year’s Meltdown Festival at 
the Southbank Centre, be¬ 
tween June 9 and 18. A full 
line-up will be announced in 
the coming months. 
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Dutch Uncles 

Rough Trade East, Shoreditch 
Tuesday February 21 

Manchester-based indie 
poppers known for their jerky 
dance grooves and off-beat 
rhythms. Still bubbling under 
the radar despite a string of 
fun records, the four-piece are 
back with more of the same on 
new album Big Balloon. Watch 
out for frontman Duncan 
Wallis’ jitterbug dance moves 
on bop-along hits The Ink and 
Cadenza. 


Elisa 

02 Shepherd’s Bush Empire 
Thursday February 23 

Italian singer-songwriter 
returns to London in support 
of new album ON, a record 
that highlights the 39-year- 
old’s talent for reinvention. 
The album features 11 songs in 
English and two in Italian, so 
expect a linguistic mix at the 
Empire this week. Her one-off 
collaboration with Ennio 
Morricone was featured on 
Quentin Tarrantino’s Django 
Unchained soundtrack in 2012. 


Wild Beasts 

Omeara, London Bridge 
Friday February 25 

Quirky indie-rockers who 
have perfected their smooth 
sound on a succession of hit 
records. Duelling vocalists 
Hayden Thorpe and Tom 
Fleming delight on 
meandering tunes that 
plunder the dictionary for 
bizarre phraseology. Enjoyed 
radio waves with the release 
of album number five, Boy 
King, last year. 
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greatest thing 
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Paul McCartney and Stevie Wonder 


T HE greatest thing about popu¬ 
lar music is that it is colour 
blind. Black or white, it has 
never mattered to the music 
and there are few great white 
bands around who would not say, hand on 
heart, that their greatest influence has 
been black musicians. 

Elvis wouldn’t have even got off the 
starting block in his rise to become The 
King had it not been for the influence of 
the blues all around him in his youth. The 
Beatles would not have become anything 
close to fab had it not been for Chuck 
Berry, Arthur Alexander, Barrett Strong 
and Motown. 

The Stones would never even have 
started without the blues and in their time 
- up to and including their latest album 
Blue & Lonesome - they have bent over 
every which way to honour the genius of 
the black musicians who shaped their 
sound. 

As Keith Richards, champion of the 
blues and reggae, said of the impact 
that originally-black music first 
had on him: “I didn't think in 
terms of black or white then. 

You didn’t know whether 
Chuck Berry was black or 
white - it was not a concern. It 
was just what came in the ears 
and, my, what it did to you.” 

Paul McCartney laid out the 
concept in Ebony & Ivory that 
black and white make harmony. 

And although he has been criticised 
at times for the simplicity of the mas¬ 
sive hit, he has explained that he deliber¬ 
ately wrote it to be a massive hit - as you 
can if you’re Macca - because of the im¬ 
portance of the song’s key message. 

So it is somewhat dismaying that now, 
following in the footsteps of the Oscars, 
music is being dragged into a racism row 
which true musicians would not recog¬ 
nise. 

Solange slammed the Grammy Awards 
on Twitter last week over what she sees as 
a lack of diversity among the Album of the 
Year winners. The singer argued that of 
the hundreds of black artists to put out 
music in recent years, only a few have 
taken home the top award. 

Meanwhile CNN made it worse with a 
report headlined “Is racism why Adele 
beat Bey once at the Grammys?” 

The report continued to note that Bey- 
once’s Lemonade did not win album of the 
year and added: “But with its racial 
themes and imagery, some are questioning 
if the project was ‘just too black’ for 
Grammy voters.” 

CNN continued: “Kevin Powell, author 
of the memoir The Education of Kevin 
Powell and a forthcoming biography on 
rapper Tupac Shakur, thinks so. 

“He told CNN ‘Beyonce’s Lemonade 
made a lot of people uncomfortable, be¬ 
cause it is so political, so spiritual, so un- 
apologetically black, and so brutally 
honest about love, self-love, trust, be¬ 
trayal’.” 

CNN went on: “Powell, who has written 
about music and race for various publica¬ 
tions, including Vibe magazine, said ‘We 
are still a nation that does not want to deal 
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so directly with 
truth. Adele’s album 
is strong but it is just 
songs about love. It is safe 
and uncontroversial; it breaks no new 
ground. And neither do Grammy voters, 
generally speaking, when it comes to pick¬ 
ing winners of this particular award’.” 

It would be hideous and against every¬ 
thing that any great musician stands for if, 
aided and abetted by the Einsteins of Twit¬ 
ter, this racism jibe degenerates into mak¬ 
ing music an issue of colour. As Richards 
says, you don’t hear in colour and, even if 
you did, what on Earth sort of difference 
should that make to right-thinking people? 

Black artists have won many Grammys; 
Quincey Jones has 27, Stevie Wonder 25, 
Beyonce 22, Jay Z and Kayne West 21 
apiece, Michael Jackson carried off 19 and 
Aretha Franklin has 18 to her name so far 
and will doubtless win a bunch more when 
she releases her “last” album before retire¬ 
ment this year. 

But that does not mean that the Gram¬ 
mys’ “race problem”, as The New York 
Times put it, is not, as it also put it, “perni¬ 
cious”. 

However, we should resist confusing ap¬ 
ples and oranges; there is often a chasm of 
difference between great music and music 
that wins awards. Just because anything 
wins album of the year, it doesn’t mean 
that it actually is; awards and art are not 
necessarily the same thing. 

Without black and white musicians 
working together, influencing each other, 
there would have been no music of any 
great note these past 60 years and organis¬ 
ers of Wednesday’s Brit Awards hope that 
this, and not agitation, will be the underly¬ 
ing message of the show. 

If Beyonce not Christine And The 
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Queens win the Best International Artist 
Brit, or if Bowie and not Craig David takes 
the British Male Solo award, it should not 
matter; what matters is that great music 
that Robert Johnson first taught everyone 
to play continues to be made. 


Dubrovnik, Montenegro & 
the Dalmatian Coast 

8 days from £799 Flying direct from an airport 
near you, 13 May, 3,10,17,24 June, 2,9,16,23,30 
September & 7 October 2017 
One of Europe’s most idyllic regions. 

Tour highlights 

yf Three nights on the Markarska Riviera 

Visit Roman Split, walled Trogir, Dubrovnik and the Bay 
of Kotor 

■/ Spend a day in the Krka National Park 
yf Journey south via historic Mostar 
yf Four nights close to Dubrovnik 
y/ A full day discovering idyllic Montenegro 
yf Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour manager 
y/ Seven nights’ half-board touring hotel accommodation, 
return flights and transfers 


Lake Garda 

5 days from £285 Flying direct from London 
Gatwick, May & July to October 2017 
This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy a stay on 
the sun-blessed shores of Italy’s largest and most 
spectacular lake. Its clear blue waters, backed by 
the wooded slopes of craggy mountains, are fringed 
by stylish, elegant resorts, completing the perfect 
picture-postcard scene that has drawn visitors for the 
last hundred years. 

Tour highlights 

y/ Four nights’ bed and breakfast at a three-star hotel 
which will be allocated upon your arrival (half-board 
& other named hotels are available at great value 
supplements) 
yf Return flights to Italy 
■/ Return airport-to-hotel transfers 
yf The services of a friendly, experienced resort based 
manager 

‘Price shown is based on the 5-day package 


Having said that, there are many of us 
who would like to see the Brits recognise 
the Playing For Change movement; their 
multi-racial, varied-culture, all-colour 
sound represents all that music at best 
stands for. 
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Oily fish ‘can reverse damage 
done by a diet of junk food’ 


J UST two portions of oily fish a week 
can reverse the damage caused by a 
junk-food diet, suggests new research. 
The study shows eating fish such as 
mackerel, salmon and pilchards twice 
a week can clear up serious problems caused 
to the body’s immune system by obesity. 

And supplemented milk could soon reverse 
changes caused to the immune system by 
overeating even more dramatically. 

It has long been known that obesity can 
wreck havoc on the immune system, leading 
to potentially life-threatening conditions such 
as type 2 diabetes, coronary heart disease, 
cancer, and stroke. The effects are similar to 
those caused by ageing. 

Obesity can prevent people producing 
enough antibodies, the proteins which attack 
bacteria and viruses when the body comes 
under threat. 

And as one in four adults in Britain are 
obese, experts are desperate to find a way to 
reduce the health risks caused by being over¬ 
weight. 

Researchers decided to test two potential 
food supplements to see if they could reverse 
these changes. 

Omega-3 fatty acids, such as those found in 
oily fish and seaweed, were tested alongside 
2-hydroxyoleic acid, a synthetic substance de¬ 
rived from oleic acid. 

During the study, 32 mice were fed diets to 
ensure they became obese. 

The researchers then identified signs of ox¬ 
idative stress and certain properties of cells 
indicated ageing of the immune system. 

The team then split the mice into groups. 
The mice received food supplemented either 
with 2-hydroxyoleic acid or omega-3 fatty 
acids. 

N-3 PUFA was used as the omega-3 supple¬ 
ment and 2-OHOA was used as the 2-hydroxy- 
oleic acid. 

After eight weeks, the researchers studied 
the spleens of the mice and found both supple¬ 
ments reduced the affects caused by obesity 
on the immune system. 

While the omega-3-fed mice improved, those 
fed 2-OHOA saw a greater improvement. 




Two portions 
of oily fish a 
week can 
reverse the 
damage 
caused by a 
junk-food diet, 
according to a 
study by Dr 
Fatima Perez 
de Heredia 


Study author Dr Fatima Perez de Heredia, 
of Liverpool John Moores University, said: 
“The acid 2-hydroxyoleic acid is a synthetic 
derivative of oleic acid. 

“While 2-hydrosoleic acid cannot be found 
in any foods at the moment, it could be that 
food manufacturers could be used to enrichen 
foods like milk in the future. 

“Both long-chain and short-chain omega-3 
have benefits. Foods containing longer-chain 


omega-3 include seaweed like algae and oily 
fish like sardines.” 

While Dr Perez de Heredia said that al¬ 
though everyone reacts differently to changes 
in diet, the Mediterranean diet is a good place 
to start. 

She said: “Definitely the Mediterranean 
diet, that is two portions of fish, one being 
oily, a week is a good place to start. 

“It is not clear whether you could still re¬ 
ceive the benefits of these supplements if you 
are still overweight. This could be the case for 
some people - but for others, they may have 
to lose the weight to get these benefits. 

“This is the first study, at least to our 
knowledge, to suggest the efficacy of 2-hydrox- 
yoleic acid for reversing obesity-associated 
immune alterations and improving oxidative 
stress. 

“Our findings support a link between obe¬ 
sity and immunosenescence and suggest a po¬ 
tential therapeutic tool for obesity-related 
immune dysfunction.” 

The findings were published in the journal 
Experimental Physiology. 


‘Beckham boost’ for sales of obscure cookbook 


SALES of an obscure grilling cookbook have 
skyrocketed after it was chosen to be taken 
on a desert island - by David Beckham. 

The football star included cookbook Mall- 
mann On Fire, by Francis Mallmann, as one 
of his picks on the BBC Radio 4 show Desert 
Island Discs this month. 

Mallmann, labelled an expert on cooking 
with fire, explores open-fire cooking in re¬ 
mote locations. 

Becks said: “One of my passions, On Fire 
by Francis Mallmann. It teaches you to cook 
anywhere - so if I was stuck on an island, I 
could rustle up something.” 

And now sales have shot through the roof. 
The book sold out on Amazon, and other re¬ 
tailers were scrambling to restock - pushing 


it into the top 0.1 per cent of sales on the mas¬ 
sive bookseller. 

The book is currently 1,300th on the Ama¬ 
zon bestseller list - out of 15 million books. 

Rob Richardson, spokesman for UK dis¬ 
tributor Melia Publishing Services, said: 
“After the broadcast, we were contacted by 
Amazon to say that they had experienced 
high demand for the book, and we immedi¬ 
ately went out of stock within a couple of 
days. 

“Luckily, by chance - as we had obviously 
had no idea that this was going to happen - 
we had a reprint on its way to us, so the book 
will be back in stock soon. We expect to see 
a continued surge in sales due to the Beck¬ 
ham boost as we are calling it.” 


Mallmann On Fire is a sequel to the Ar¬ 
gentinian chefs 2013 book Seven Fires, which 
claims to maximise flavour with wood-fired 
cooking. 

Amazon reviewers praised the book, call¬ 
ing it a must-have for food lovers. 

liana Netiv said: “Beautiful book, exceeds 
expectations. 

“Nice recipes and the whole look and feel 
transport you to the beautiful outdoors, just 
like Mallmann intended.” 

Jason Kavanagh said: “Great book, it’s 
just as much about Francis as it is about the 
food. Makes you want to go to middle of 
nowhere, build a fire and cook.” 

But not all readers were so enamoured 
with the “ego-driven lifestyle book”. 


MARK HIX MBE'S 
RECIPE OF THE WEEK 



TRY to use a single cut for this, or a single 
muscle, as a mixture of all different cuts and 
muscles means you end up with a curry with 
some meat that is cooked, and some that is 
undercooked or overcooked, as different cuts 
take different times to cook. 

For the roasted curry powder 
(makes about 100g) 

The seeds from 15 green cardamom pods 

1 tbsp fenugreek seeds 

Itbsp fennel seeds 

1 tbsp fenugreek leaves 

Itbsp cumin seeds 

Itsp ground cinnamon 

Itbsp dried chillies 

V 2 tbsp caraway seeds 

l/ 2 tbsp nigella seeds 

1 tbsp ground or freshly grated turmeric 

4 cloves 

6 juniper berries 
Itbsp ground coriander 

1 tbsp black or yellow mustard seeds 
Itbsp ground cumin 

Grind the juniper berries and all the spices, 
except the ground cumin, cinnamon and 
coriander, in a grinder or with a mortar and 
pestle. Now mix them with the shop-bought, 
pre-ground spices and sprinkle into a heavy- 
bottomed frying pan. 

Cook the mixture on a medium heat, stirring 
constantly and not letting them burn, until they 
turn dark brown. Transfer to a plate and leave to 
cool, then store in a sealed jar. 

For the curry 

500g shoulder or single muscle of deer meat, 
cut into rough 3cm dice 

2 medium red onions, peeled, halved and 
finely chopped 

5 medium cloves of garlic, peeled and 
crushed 

2 black cardamom pods 

30-40g root ginger, scraped and finely grated 

A good pinch of saffron 

2-3tbsp curry leaves 

50g ghee 

3tbsp roasted curry powder (see above) 
Itbsp tomato puree 
11tr lamb or beef stock 
4 dried red chillies 
5-6tbsp chopped coriander 

Season the meat, heat a heavy frying pan and 
brown the meat on all sides. Meanwhile, make 
the sauce: gently cook the onion, garlic, ginger, 
saffron, curry leaves, fenugreek and black 
cardamom in the ghee for 3-4 minutes, until 
soft. Add the curry powder and tomato puree 
and stir well. Add the stock, deer meat and dried 
chillies, bring to the boil and simmer gently for 
about an hour or until the meat is tender. Now 
stir in the coriander and serve. 





















TUESDAY FEBRUARY 21 2017 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 19 



H ammersmith is 

gearing up for a fantas¬ 
tic four days when the 
Young Lyric presents 
Evolution, a multi-art 
form festival next month. 

Evolution showcases artists aged 
16 to 25, celebrating the ground¬ 
breaking and exciting work being 
produced by young people in the 
capital. 

Over four days, more than 100 
artists will be presenting a pro¬ 
gramme of fresh, striking and orig¬ 
inal theatre, film and music 
exploring the theme of identity 
across a variety of performances, 
discussions and events. 

Sean Holmes, Artistic Director of 
Lyric Hammersmith, said: “We are 
thrilled to welcome the return of 
Evolution after its debut last year. 
This festival will mark the begin¬ 
ning of many of these young peo¬ 
ple’s journey as professional 
artists. Championing emerging 
artists, improving access to the arts 
and supporting vulnerable young 
people is core to our vision at the 
Lyric and we look forward to host¬ 
ing this festival once again.” 

A whole host of events will be 
presented at the west London 


venue, including the third Fresh 
Faced Film Festival, curated by 
TEAfilms in association with the 
Lyric Hammersmith and the BFI. 

Cian Binchy returns with the 
multi-award winning The Misfit 
Analysis as part of a national tour 
and eight young Muslim women 
create a new performance explor¬ 
ing what it is to be a young Muslim 
in West London in Is There Hair 
Under There. 

Elsewhere at the festival, a group 
of young actors hoping to shed light 
on the reality of living in a home¬ 
less hostel are performing a play 
based on the experiences of a for¬ 
mer Centrepoint resident. 

Passin’ Thru, a partly-impro¬ 
vised play set in a hostel, is also 
being performed as part of the Evo¬ 
lution event. 

The play follows the story of a 
homeless 19-year-old moving into a 
young hostel, similar to those run 
by youth homelessness charity 
Centrepoint. 

It was written by playwright Fin- 
ton Dineen - a friend of former Cen¬ 
trepoint resident and journalist 
Poppy Noor. 

The two worked together to cre- 


Members of Young Lyric present the Evolution festival next month 


ate a series of scenarios based on 
Poppy’s own experiences of being 
homeless as a teenager. 

The cast - some of whom have 
also been homeless - then impro¬ 
vised and built on these scenarios, 
drawing on their own experiences. 

Mr Dineen said: “During the im¬ 
provisation sessions a lot of themes 
coming up were about challenges 
facing homeless people. Since some 
of the young people themselves are 
from homeless backgrounds, it was 
only natural that the play would be 
set in a hostel.” 

The piece is directed by Rich 
Weinman, a freelance director. 

Evolution festival will run at the 
Lyric Hammersmith from March 15 
to 18. 

You can visit the website for 
more details www.lyric.co.uk 
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T hriller Live has just 
celebrated its 
eighth year in the 
West End making 
it the longest run¬ 
ning show in the 
Lyric Theatre’s 125 year his¬ 
tory. The show, which fea¬ 
tures the music of the pop 
superstar Michael Jackson 
has been seen by over 3 mil¬ 
lion people and continues to 
thrill audiences at the Lyric 
Theatre, writes Nicky Sweet- 
land. 

Charting Michael Jackson’s 
45-year musical history, 
Thriller Live is filled with hit 
songs from the pop legend’s 
astonishingly successful car¬ 
rier including Smooth Crimi¬ 
nal, Bad, Black or White and 
Man in the Mirror. 

When coupled with visual 
effects and electrifying dance 
routines performed by a stel¬ 
lar cast, the show becomes a 
theatrical spectacular and 
with over 2,500 performances 
under his belt Haydon Eshun 
understands the appeal and 
told me, “Our show is a cele¬ 
bration of his music, so it’s a 
great feel-good show. All ages 
come and see it and it’s just 
great music and great fun” 
Haydon has always been a 
fan of the Jacksons and after 
signing with Motown records 
in 1998, went on to score fur¬ 
ther success in the pop world 
as part of Simon Cowell’s boy 
band Ultimate Kaos. 

Haydon said: “I was a mas¬ 
sive fan actually and I was a 
dancer and a singer from a 
young age. I was in a boyband 
in the 90s and we were classed 
as the new Jacksons.” 

“I’ve always had that back¬ 
ground and so it’s been a 
great opportunity to be in this 
sort of show.” 

Haydon joined Thriller Live 
back in 2009 and after playing 
a different role for a few 
years, settled into the part of 


Haydon Eshun joined Thriller Live back in 2009 


the show he now performs, 
which enables him to sing 
some of the pop icon’s most fa¬ 
mous songs. 

Haydon admits that the 
smash hits Human Nature 
and Man in the Mirror are his 
favourite to present. 

“The way he sang in 


Human Nature was so beauti¬ 
ful and so soft. The lyrics of 
Man in the Mirror are very 
controversial but at the same 
time powerful and there was a 
big meaning behind it.” 

“He was good at making 
pop hits but having a big mes¬ 
sage behind them, which is 


why he was such a unique 
artist.” 

I asked Haydon if he has 
tried to change his voice in 
order to make himself sound 
like Michael Jackson. 

“I think when you’re 
singing Michael Jackson 
songs it forces you to have his 


mannerisms and his vocal. He 
was very percussive so it’s 
hard not to sound like him 
when singing his songs. 

“I feel like the audience are 
coming to see a show of 
Michael so it’s definitely 
something I do. People want 
to hear the way he sang it, so 


it’s kind of hard not to.” 

In fact, so good is Haydon’s 
portrayal of Michael that an¬ 
other of the Jacksons, Tito 
asked the singer to perform 
alongside him. 

“I’ve had the opportunity to 
tour with Tito over the last 
year; we’ve done about five 
shows together and it’s just 
surreal. I watched them on 
TV when I was growing up 
and to be in the same dressing 
room, talking about normal 
things is surreal. It’s amazing 
to share the stage with him.” 

After eight years perform¬ 
ing in the same show there 
must be the danger that the 
job becomes staid, but Hay¬ 
don assures me, for him, it is 
still just as exciting as when 
he first took to the stage. 

“I don’t get bored of the 
show and I think that’s the 
reason why I’ve stayed in it 
for so long. It’s got great 
music and the show changes 
quite a bit; they change songs 
around and the staging chore¬ 
ography and costumes, so I 
think it keeps it fresh all the 
time. I’m still enjoying my¬ 
self.” 

Dance was one of the ele¬ 
ments Michael Jackson was 
best known for, but especially 
one particular move, so I fi¬ 
nally asked Haydon if he had 
any tips for wannabe moon- 
walkers and he laughed and 
said, “Don’t fall over, wear 
slippery shoes or do it in your 
socks on a wooden floor.” 
Thriller Live continues at The 
Lyric Theatre on Shaftesbury 
Avenue. For more 
information, please visit the 
website www.thrillerlive.com 



Eva Peron receives the acclaim of her adoring public 


Evita prepares to thrill audiences 
at the New Wimbledon Theatre 


FOLLOWING its smash hit 
run at London’s Dominion 
Theatre, Bill Kenwright’s 
production of Tim Rice and 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Evita is set to thrill audiences 
once again across the UK and 
will take up residence at the 
New Wimbledon Theatre 
later this month. 

Telling the story of Eva 
Peron, wife of former Argen¬ 
tine dictator Juan Peron, 
Evita follows Eva’s journey 
from humble beginnings 
through to extraordinary 
wealth, power and iconic sta¬ 
tus which ultimately lead her 
to be heralded as the ‘spiri¬ 
tual leader of the nation’ by 
the Argentine people. 

Starring two of musical 
theatre’s most outstanding 


leading performers; the 
wickedly talented Emma Hat¬ 
ton, fresh from playing El- 
phaba in the West End 
production of Wicked and em¬ 
barking on his first UK tour 
having played the title role in 
Disney’s production of 



Tarzan, Gian Marco 
Schiaretti. With more than 20 
major awards to its credit, in¬ 
cluding the Oscar winning 
film version starring 
Madonna and Antonio Ban¬ 
deras, and featuring some of 
the most iconic songs in mu¬ 
sical theatre, including Don’t 
Cry For Me Argentina, On 
This Night of a Thousand 
Stars, You Must Love Me, and 
Another Suitcase in Another 
Hall, the smash hit show 
truly promises to be a real 
theatrical treat. 

Evita will be at the New 
Wimbledon Theatre from 
February 21 to 25. Visit the 
website for more details: 
www.atgtickets.com/shows/e 
vita-2017/new-wimbledon- 
theatre/ 
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FOLLOWING an onslaught of news 
reporting that London is no longer in 
the top 10 cities in Europe for property 
investment and that the number of 
first-time house buyers in Britain is 
falling, a long shadow has been cast on 
London's status as an international 
property hotspot. 

Investors'fears over a property 
market bubble on the verge of 
bursting have been exacerbated by the 
looming stamp duty deadline in April. 

However, Tal Orly, CEO of Cogress, 
the open equity investment platform 
for property, making investment 
accessible and transparent, takes a 
decidedly different stance, and shares 
his top reasons why investors can be 
sure that London will continue to be a 
property investment hotspot that 
offers the best ROIs 

B Y basing reports on cheap 
housing prices, the influ¬ 
ence of traditional prime 
property investment in 
London is ignored. 

The most recent Emerging Trends 
in Real Estate report released by 
PWC and the Urban Land Institute, 
which is calling for yield compres¬ 
sion in the UK capital, predicts 
quite negative investment prospects 
for London. However, this report by 
basing its analysis on cheap hous¬ 
ing prices ignores the astonishing 
growth that Prime Central London 


(PCL) housing has been experienc¬ 
ing year-on-year. The common con¬ 
sensus is that house prices have 
flattened out across the United 
Kingdom over most of 2015 and now 
into 2016. Nevertheless, a string of 
recent UK house price indices, such 
as the latest one produced by Na¬ 
tionwide, have proven that this is a 
mere misconception. 

What has in fact slowed down is 
only the acceleration of the percent¬ 
age increase in house prices - when 
a vehicle slows its speed down from 
70mph to 30mph it’s still moving 
forward, although the driver may 
feel a dip in adrenaline. 

This softening growth is no rea¬ 
son to panic because on a month-on- 
month basis we are still seeing 
prices continue to rise. It is unlikely 
that this is to change anytime soon, 
which means that the market re¬ 
mains healthy and will keep price 
surges brisk. 

Moreover, higher rates of stamp 
duty may boost the market, as peo¬ 
ple rush to complete transactions 
before the changes come into force 
in April this year. 

Undoubtedly, levels of expecta¬ 
tion among sellers, and the estate 
agents who are controlling these 
property sales have changed, which 


is arguably an adjustment for the 
better. In a bull property market, ex¬ 
pectations always intensify and 
vendors can become greedy. How¬ 
ever, the deceleration of house 
prices has produced more realistic 
asking prices on the open market. 

When the market was at its peak 
between 2012-2014, the gap between 
‘asking prices’ and ‘sold prices’ was 
at its largest. In some areas of prime 
London, sellers experienced a stag¬ 
gering 50% difference between what 
they asked for and what the prop¬ 
erty actually sold for. So, people ask¬ 
ing for £L5m sold the property at an 
achieved price of £L0m. There 
should be no doubt that this repre¬ 
sented an unhealthy state of affairs, 
which is quite rightly being cor¬ 
rected in today’s bear market. 

The fringe regions of the 
capital will form the main 
driver of price growth in 
2016 

Good news emerges from the fringe 
regions of the capital, as they are be¬ 
coming the main driver of price 
growth in 2016. Price differentials 
between London and the commuter 
zone have been widening signifi¬ 
cantly in the past 10 years. Loca¬ 


tions such as Oxford, Reading, 
Guildford, Winchester, Maidstone, 
Chelmsford and Cambridge have 
held up well amongst the variety of 
commuter belt cities in the South 
East of England. 

Growth in these regions show no 
signs of slowing down as Cross Rail 
and HS2 will only further add to 
their popularity among City work¬ 
ers looking for cheaper housing al¬ 
ternatives. 

In these inexpensive areas, which 
are less affected by economic and 
political changes, the new stamp 
duty rates will be significantly 
lower than those required in inner 
London, so it’s likely that they will 
continue to blossom and maintain 
their growth. 

For example, a four bedroom fam¬ 
ily house in Chelsea is worth circa 
£6,000,000 and the stamp duty is 
£633,750 - well over 10% of the pur¬ 
chase price. In comparison, the 
same size house in Guildford is 
worth closer to £1 million with a 
considerably lower stamp duty of 
£43,750, which is just over 4% of the 
purchase price. We can expect that 
the tax change may impact buyers 
in London who will find the London 
commuter zone to be an extremely 
attractive option for purchasing a 
property. 


With demand outpacing 
supply, prices will still rise 

All of the above will certainly im¬ 
pact the London property market 
with knock-on effects that may 
cause buyers, sellers and lenders to 
act cautiously. 

However, the bottom-line re¬ 
mains that the demand for property 
in the capital continues to outpace 
supply. The substantial imbalance 
between supply and demand is set 
to persist and will maintain upward 
pressure on house prices in 2016. 

This demand is sure to be ampli¬ 
fied by London’s booming popula¬ 
tion with the city’s projected 
population set to surpass 10 million 
by 2030 thanks to a flourishing econ¬ 
omy, a rising birth rate and a falling 
death rate. 

Contemporary forecasts that call 
for the fall of London’s property 
market miss the fact that property 
investment has been and continues 
to be a long-term project. 

Ultimately, these factors illus¬ 
trate just how resilient and robust 
the residential property market is 
in London and the greater South 
East area. And this is undoubtedly, 
reassuring news to the ears of un¬ 
nerved investors. 




Specialist in land buying and 
converting space into cash 

Do you want to sell part 
of your garden? 

Make money from 
unused outbuildings? 

Convert your roof space 
into cash? 

Get an appraisal at 

or speak to one of our experts on 


Houses to 
Let 


5 Bedroom House 

To Rent 

4 mins from Lee Station. 
Big garden at the back 
and parking space in the 
front. 

Property in good 
condition. 

£1,900 pern rent 
Call Mr Felix 
07500 505381 
or 075399 31576 


To 

advertise 
in this 
section, 
please 
call 


020 

8768 

4919 


Property to 
Share 


TOOTING 

1 double room to let in 
shared house 
10 mins rail, 20 mins 
Tooting Broadway and 
choice of buses 2 mins. 

Call 

07982 908660 


Commercial Property 
Lets 


2 LOCK UP SHOPS TO LET 
SHORT TERM LETTING'S 

98-102 R0DNY ROAD, SE17 IRA 
shoptolet@talktalk.net 

07404 086 824 


Private Property 
Advertisers 

* 

We can help you sell 
or rent your house 

From just £12 per week 
inc VAT for your 
advertisement to be seen 
in all of our publications 



CAMBERWELL SE5 

4 bcCropr rnM 
■ hjf f nttadkcH 
bn*'room, 

I (trot? 

I and 

£699,995 F/H 



CAMBERWELL SE5 

4 bedrooms, 
fitted kltcton. 

in, ckttkrocrrv. 
1*9* garde*) 
outbuildrge. 

699.995 F/H 


Call Michelle Garratt 020 8768 4920 or 
email michelle.garratt@slp.co.uk 
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WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN 
BUY AT STANFORD PARK? 


Thanks to the Government-backed Help to Buy* scheme, you could buy the 
dream home that you thought was out of reach. That’s because with Help 
to Buy you only need a 5% deposit and a 75% mortgage to buy a beautiful 
David Wilson home - the rest is covered by a 20% loan from the Government. 
What’s more, if you reserve this weekend we will pay the Stamp Duty.** 


That’s the David Wilson Difference. 


90 % 


ft 


Help 


to 


Buy 


Butts Lane, Stanford-Le-Hope, 
Thurrock SSI 7 ONW 

4 and 5 bedroom homes from 

£459,995 to £534,995 


Sales Office and Show Homes open Monday 12.30pm 
- 5.30pm and Thursday to Sunday 10.00am - 5.30pm 


HOME 

-OFTHEWEEK- 

Plot 75 - The Ashton 
5 bedroom detached home 


ONLY £534,995 


WORKED EXAMPLE BASED ON 
A £534,995 PURCHASE PRICE: 

You arrange mortgage (75%) £401,246 
Deposit (5%) £26,750 

We arrange equity loan (20%) £106,999 


Total purchase price 


£534,995 


YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE OR ANY OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 


See the Difference at dwh.co.uk or call 0844 811 3888 


DAVID WILSON HOMES 


WHERE QUALITY LIVES 


*Limited availability, selected plots only. Subject to status, terms and conditions apply. See www.dwh.co.uk for full details. BDW Trading Limited (number 03018173) whose registered office is at Barratt House, Cartwright Way, Forest Business Park, Bardon 
Hill, Coalville, Leicestershire LE67 1UF (“BDW") BDW is a subsidiary of Barratt Developments PLC. The Homes and Communities Agency (“HCA”) provides an equity loan for 20% of the purchase price of the property. The equity loan provided by the HCA is 
secured as second charge on your property. The amount you have to repay to the HCA may be more than the amount of the equity loan provided. Help to Buy England Scheme is available in England only and on properties up to £600k. Prices correct 
at time of going to press. Images include optional upgrades at additional cost. **Stamp Duty paid with Plot 75 only. Calls to our 0844 numbers cost 7 pence per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 
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1 Classified 


\ Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: classified@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4939 


Accounts & Book¬ 
keeping 

Small Business Accountant 

• Business Start Ups • Book-Keeping 
• Self-Assessment Tax Returns • HMRC Penalty Appeals 
• Ltd Co Accounts *Tax &VAT Problems Resolved 
• PAYE &VAT Services • Business Rescue 
• Bankruptcy Advice & Solution 
Watt & Co Accountants Ltd 
Tel. 0208-819-4859 

Confidential, No Obligation Consultation 

Business Opportunities 


START YOUR OWN BUSINESS 


Tired of working for someone else or of being unemployed? 
We specialise in helping people set up their own business 
including setting up your new business, obtaining grants & 
start-up finance, how to import goods from abroad, marketing 
advice & ongoing support and mentoring. Call for a 
confidential, no-obligation chat about becoming your own boss. 

8:0208-819-4859 


Watt & Co Accountants Ltd 


Legal Services 

CONSIDERING BANKRUPTCY? 

Specialist Insolvency advisor with over 20 years’ 
experience can help with debt or other financial problems. 
Aggressive creditors dealt with. Bailiff action halted. 
Fire-fighting financial problems is our business! 

Call for a confidential, no-obligation consultation. 

Tel. 0208-819-4859 

Days/Evenings 


Articles for Sale 


Laurastar Anti scale water fil¬ 
ter ultra fast to filter hard salts 
from tap water before using for 
ironing, refillable, prolongs irons 
life, improves steam quality, 
was £44.95 (new) now £19.99 
very good condition - phone 
calls only 07960 280756 
High Quality Acrylic ideal for 
displaying books, plates and 
gift ware, was £4.15 (new), 
excellent condition, H.15cm 
xWI2.5cm £2.50 (each) 13 
available .- phone calls only 
07960 280756 

Laurastar Heat Resistant Iron 
Rest Extension for Laurastar 
models magic & premium, 
expand your ironing surface, 
very good condition, was £125 
(new) now £29.99 - phone calls 
only 07960 280756 


Laurastar drain tray with 
pouring lip designed by swiss 
engineers, collects water full of 
undesirable particles when you 
raise the boiler, very good con¬ 
dition, was £12.25 (new) now 
35.00 - phone calls only 

07960 280756 

Laurastar Water Refill bottle 

practical design, allows you to 
easily refill your iron system with 
water, very good condition, 
capacity measurements, very 
good condition, was £10.12 
(new) now £5.00 - phone calls 
only 07960 280756 



Articles Wanted 



Collectors 

Items 

Private Eye Magazine binders 
perfect condition, holds full year 
subscription (26 issues) collect 
only, cost £10.00 my price £5, 
two available.- phone calls only 
07960 280756 

Furniture 

Table with glossy black singer 
sewing machine base, rust 
proofed, primed painted, 
choose solid wood top (LI 80cm 
x W80cm x D12.5cm) or inlaid 
terracotta - colour, heat proof, 
tiled top (Lizocmx W74cm x 
D9cm) base L60cm x W47cm x 
H71cm) £49.99.- phone calls 
only 07960 280756 


Gardening 

Products 

Hass Avocado Plant with 
under planted tradescantia 

shiny-leaved avocado plant, 
under planted with pretty 
tradescantia (wandering Jew) 
with green leaves with purple 
underneath, total height 106cm, 
in attractive glossy black plastic 
pot (30 cm diameter) with drip 
tray, bargain only £16, - phone 
calls only 07960 280756 

Tall Spathiphyllum (Peace 
Lily) Full large luxuriant glossy 
leaves and white flowers, 
attractive greek key design ter¬ 
racotta plastic pot (30cm diam¬ 
eter) with drip tray, total height 
102cm, used in space by NASA 
to purify the air, bargain only 
£20 - Call 07960 280756 


Gardening 

Products 

Schefflera (umbrella plant 
variegated type healthy 
attractive specimen plant, green 
and creamy yellow leaves, in 
shiny black plastic pot (25.4cm 
diameter) with drip tray, used in 
space by NASA to purify air, 
total height 70cm, bargain 
£12.00 - phone calls only 07960 
280756 

Dragon Plant (Dracaena) 

beautiful healthy specimen 
plant, dark green leaves with 
red margins, in shiny black plas¬ 
tic pot with drip tray, 20cm 
diameter, used in space by 
NASA to purify the air, total 
height 60cm, only £12 - phone 
calls only 07960 280756 
VARIEGATED SPATHIPHYL¬ 
LUM (PEACE LILY) Luxuriant 
healthy, flowering plant with 
glossy green cream and white 
leaves, in shiny black 5 litre 
plastic pot (22cm diameter) total 
height 70cm, used space by 
NASA to purify the air. Bargain 
£12-Call 07960 280756 

Chlorophytum (spider plant) 

Trailing plants (2 per pot) will 
produce sprays of tiny white 
star-like flowers, stylish glossy 
black plastic pot (12.5 cm diam¬ 
eter) and saucer, tested in 
space by NASA to purify the air, 
4 available, bargain 34 each. - 
phone calls only 07960 280756 
Spathiphyllum (Peace Lily) 
Luxuriant growth glossy leaves 
and large white flowers, attrac¬ 
tive greek key design terracotta 
plastic pot (24cm diameter) with 
drip tray, total height 80cm, bar¬ 
gain only £20 - Call 07960 
280756 

Musical 


Music system 3x twin deck 
tape recorders, teak , IxJVC 
graphic equalisers manual, 
controls, all fully working, order 
VGC, lx Samsung, tuner manu¬ 
al controls £49.99 total for all 5 
items together. - Call 020 7376 
4362 or 07505 825897 

Pets & 
Livestock 

I ATA AIRLINER COMPLAINT 
ANIMAL TRANSPORT CON¬ 
TAINER Sturdy wooden con¬ 
struction, strong handholds to 
facilitate lifting and handling, 
sturdy plastic water bowl firmly 
affixed, leak and escape proof, 
well ventilated, used for 2 
flights, excellent condition, 
H50cm, L65cm W40cm, cost 
£74.99 now £34.99 - phone 
calls only 07960 280756 

Cat Scratching Post with 
peephole for Sale £29.99 

strong, sturdy, sisal covered, 
base eliminates tipping and 
wobbling, sisal and carpet cov¬ 
ered column, top platform cov¬ 
ered in thick carpeting, peep¬ 
hole in platform encourages 
play, H87cm W61cm D41cm 
peephole 10cm diameter, 
enjoyed by our cat Cost £59.99 
- phone calls only 07960 
280756 

Cat Scratching Post for Sale 
£39.99 made with durable sisal 
that naturally inspires scratch¬ 
ing, column 84cm high to allow 
cat to stretch vertically, sturdy 
base eliminates tipping and 
wobbling, removable wash 
able, red cushion, H88.9cm 
W40.6cm D40.6cm cost 

£63.99, enjoy ted by our cat - 
phone calls only 07960 280756 
Cat/small dog igloo bed £6.00 
your cat or dog will feel cosy 
and secure in this snug, safe 
retreat, red and white gingham 
with attractive geese design, 
removable cushion, wash able 
poly cotton, H35cm, W39xm, 
D39cm, our cat recommends! 
Cost £14.00 - phone calls only 
07960 280756 


Wanted 

MODEL RAILWAY TRAINS 
WANTED by collector, good 
prices paid for your Locos and 
Rolling stock, all makes consid¬ 
ered. Call 020 8304 9180 with 
details. 


Leisure 


Car Boot 
Sales 


BATTERSEA 
BOOT SALE 


HARRIS ACADEMY 

BATTERSEA PARK ROAD (A3205), 
SW11 5AP 


EVERY SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON 


1.30-5.00PM 
OPEN RAIN OR SHINE 
BUYERS ENTRY 
1.30pm - 50p 
BUYERS from 12pm - £3 

SELLERS MUST BOOK IN ADVANCE 

www.batterseaboot.com 
24 HR INFO: 07941 383 588 


Forthcomin 
g Events 

EALING ANIMAL 
WELFARE 
BAZAAR 

Saturday 4th March 
10.30am-4pm 

Hanwell Methodist Church 
Church Road, London W71DJ 

Over 30 animal charities 
Great guest speakers 
Gifts and bargains 
Admission FREE 
www.animalwelfarebazaar.info 


To advertise 
in this 
section, 

plesae call 


Home Services 


Building 


ALL PLASTERING 
And Small 
Building work 

All areas covered 

Please call Jeff on 

07597 663 838 

■ Property |1 hh| 
& Refurbishments 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Plumbing, 
Electrics, Tiling, Painting, Paper 
Hanging, Carpentry & Flooring. 
No job too big/small 
19 years experience in 
building trade 
Professional & prompt 


Call Ralph for a free quote 

020 8240 9966 
07828 684 746 



Building 

Repairs 

Cleese 

Builder 

Roofing, 
Brickwork, 
Plastering, 
Electrics, 
Carpentry, 
Kitchens, Interior 
Tiling, Driveways, 
Plumbing, 
Landscaping, 
Bathrooms, Shop 
Fitting, Decorating 
and Extensions, 
New Buildings. 
No Job Too Big 
Or Too Small! 

07737 230 407 
07448 568 000 

www. weimingb uilders. co.uk 


Carpentry 

CARPENTRY 

ALL TYPES OF CARPENTRY 
DOORS, LOCKS, FENCING, 
FLOORING, PAINTING, 
DECORATING & LOTS MORE 
SASH WINDOWS REPAIRED 

07885 245 713 
020 8715 6313 

La.carpentryservicesl 2@hotmail.com 


Gardening (Home Serv) 

SE1 TREES & GARDENS 

ALL LONDON & SURREY AREAS 

•Tree, Hedge & Grass Cutting »AII Shrub Planting 
•Garden Maintenance «AII Pressure Washing 
Saturday & Sundays worked if required 

Free Estimates 

07974 478 038 

simonpeel321 ©icloud.com 




Kitchens & Bathrooms 

Kitchen & Bathroom Fully Installed 
Including Plastering, Floor & Wall 
Tiling, All Electrical works. 

• Free estimates • Reliable & Affordable 
• Professional service • All work guaranteed 

Call Lloyd 07757 529 051 

osbourne-installations@virginmedia.com 


Skip Hire 

Rubbish 

Clearance 

Building Waste, 
Garden & House 
Clearance, Garages 
& all Electrical Items 

07494 119 611 
07900 467 898 


Storage & Removals 

MR BEE 
REMOVALS 

From £20 per hour 

Reliable men with vans for removals. 
Single items to houses, flats, offices 
and clearance. 

Anytime, anywhere. 
(Separate van for rubbish clearance.) 
Fully insured. 

020 3302 2275 
07773 673 535 

info@mrbeeremovals.com 

www.mrbeeremovals.com 


VAIM & 

2 MEN 

WILL MOVE 
ANYTHING 
ANYTIME. 

07941 072 332 
0208 309 7223 


Man and Van 

All types of jobs and budgets 
Office & home removals 
Public liability insurance 
Please call 

07764 537007 

man4van@outlook.com 
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Public Notices 


Transport for London Notice 


Transport for London Notice 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
THE A5 GLA SIDE ROAD (STAR STREET, CITY OF 
WESTMINSTER) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF STOPPING) 
ORDER 2017 

1. Transport for London hereby gives notice that it has made the 
above named Traffic Order under section 14( I) of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 for the purpose specified in 
paragraph 2. The effect of the Order is summarised in 
paragraph 3. 

2. The purpose of the Order is to enable construction works to 
take place on Star Street. 

3. The effect of the Order will be to prohibit any vehicle from 
stopping in the loading bay outside 108 to I 10 Star Street. 

The Order will be effective from I 2:00 AM on 27th February 
2017 until I 1:59 PM on 6th April 2018 or when the works has 
been completed, whichever is the sooner. The prohibition will 
apply only during such times and to such extent as shall from 
time to time be indicated by traffic signs 

4. The prohibitions will not apply in respect of: 

(1) any vehicle being used for the purposes of those works or 
for fire brigade, ambulance or police purposes; 

(2) anything done with the permission or at the direction of a 
police constable in uniform or a person authorised by 
Transport for London. 

Dated this 21 st day of February 2017 
Mufu Durowoju 

Network Impact Management Team Manager, Road Space 
Management - Operations, Transport for London 
Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, London, SEI 8NJ 


MAYOR OF LONDON 


e 


TRANSPORT 
FOR LONDON 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
REMOVAL OF AREA’S COVERED BY THE LONDON 
BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
DESIGNATION OF AN AREA FOR SELECTIVE 
LICENSING 2016 
Section 84(4), Housing Act 2004 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN in accordance with Section 84(4) Housing Act 2004 
(Notification Requirements Relating to Designation) that the London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham (“the Council”) acting as local housing authority in exercise 
of its powers under Section 80 of the Housing Act 2004 has on 9 February 2017 
revoked parts of The London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
Designation of an Area for Selective Licensing 2016 (“the Designation Order”). 
AREA TO WHICH THE DESIGNATION NO LONGER APPLIES 
With immediate effect the designation no longer applies to the following areas as 
stated in Annex A 

A SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR THE REVOCATION ARE 

The Council, following a review of the Designation Order, have removed from the 

Designation Order those areas shown at Annex A. The inclusion of the areas in the 

Designation Order shown in Annexe A arose as a result of an error and which has 

been corrected on review. 

INSPECTION OF DOCUMENTS/APPLICATION FOR LICENCE 
If you wish to inspect the revised Designation Order, or would like further 
information regarding the Designation Order or application for licence then you can 
do so by contacting: 

Private Housing, Environmental Health 
London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 
Town Hall, King Street 
Hammersmith 
London W6 9JU 

www.lbhf.qov.uk/improvinqprivaterentinq 

Email: phs@lbhf.gov.uk 
Tel:020 8753 1221 

THE REVISED DESIGNATION ORDER 

The Designation Order as revised on 9 February 2017 comes into force with 
immediate effect. 


Astrop Mews 
Meldon Close 
Astrop Terrace 
Molesford Road 
Augustine Road 
Peterborough Mews 
Barb Mews 
Poplar Mews 
Beavor Lane 
Ravenscourt Avenue 
Bishop’s Avenue 
Ravenscourt Park 
Bloemfontein Way 
Rickett Street 
Bramble Gardens 
Shortlands 
Britannia Road 
South Black Lion Lane 
Broomhouse Lane 
St John’s Close 
Cactus Walk 
Station Approach 


Cassidy Road 
Sulivan Road 
Caverswall Street 
Telephone Place 
Charlow Close 
Wallflower Street 
Commonwealth Avenue 
Watermeadow Lane 
Down Place 
Elysium Place 
Fane Street 
Farm Lane 
Gorleston Street 
Grimston Road 
Gwyn Close 
Harwood Terrace 
Hazlitt Mews 
Hilary Close 
Imperial Road 
Langford Road 
Macbeth Street 
Mandela Close 



ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

THE A32I I GLA ROAD (VICTORIA EMBANKMENT, CITY OF 

WESTMINISTER) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF STOPPING) ORDER 

2017 

1. Transport for London hereby gives notice that it intends to make the 
above named Traffic Order under section 14( I), (5), (7) and 15(2) of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and is satisfied that these works will 
last in excess of 18 months for the purpose specified in paragraph 2. 

The effect of the Order is summarised in paragraph 3. 

2. The purpose of the Order is to facilitate Thames Tideway Victoria works 
to take place on the A32 I I Victoria Embankment. 

3. The effect of the Order will be to prohibit any vehicle: 

(1) from stopping in the loading and unloading only bay on A32 I I 
Victoria embankment east side 25 metres south of Northumberland 
Avenue; 

(2) apart from solo motorcycle from stopping on the A32 I I Victoria 
Embankment from 3 metres north-east of a point opposite the 
extended north eastern building line of Hungerford House, Victoria 
Embankment for a distance of 26 metres in a north eastern direction. 

The Order will be effective from I 2:01 AM on the 14th March 201 7 until 
the works have been completed. The prohibition will apply only during 
such times and to such extent as shall from time to time be indicated by 
traffic signs. 

4. The prohibitions will not apply in respect of: 

(1) any vehicle being used for the purposes of those works or for fire 
brigade, ambulance or police purposes: 

(2) anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police 
constable in uniform or a person authorised by Transport for London. 

5. The Order will be revoked upon completion of each phase of these 
works. 

Dated 21 th February 2017 
Mufu Durowoju 

Network Impact Management Team Manager 
Road Space Management - Operations 

Transport for London, Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, London, SEI 


MAYOR OF LONDON 


e 


TRANSPORT 
FOR LONDON 


Transport for London Notice 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
THE A501 GLA SIDE ROAD (CITY OF WESTMINSTER, 
ENFORD STREET) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 
ORDER 2017 

1. Transport for London hereby gives notice that it has made the 
above named Traffic Order under section 14( I) of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 for the purpose specified in 
paragraph 2. The effect of the Order is summarised in 
paragraph 3. 

2. The purpose of the Order to enable construction works to 
take place on Enford Street. 

3. The effect of the Order will be to prohibit any vehicle from 
entering or proceeding on Enford Street between its junctions 
with Circus Mews and Marylebone Road. Local access will be 
maintained between its junctions with York Street and Circus 
Mews. 

The Order will be effective between the dates of 26th 
February 201 7 and 28th May 201 7, every Sunday between 8:00 
AM and 4:00 PM or when the works has been completed 
whichever is the sooner. The prohibition will apply only during 
such times and to such extent as shall from time to time be 
indicated by traffic signs. 

4. The prohibitions will not apply in respect of: 

(1) any vehicle being used for the purposes of those works or 
for fire brigade, ambulance or police purposes; 

(2) anything done with the permission or at the direction of a 
police constable in uniform or a person authorised by 
Transport for London. 

5. At such times as the prohibition is in force an alternative route 
will be indicated by traffic signs via York Street, Seymour 
Street and Gloucester Place onto normal route of travel 

Dated this 21 st day of February 2017 
Mufu Durowoju 

Network Impact Management Team Manager, Road Space 
Management - Operations - Transport for London 


MAYOR OF LONDON 


e 


TRANSPORT 
FOR LONDON 
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Public Notices 


Transport for London Notice 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
THE A4 GLA ROAD (CROMWELL ROAD, ROYAL 
BOROUGH KENSINGTON AND CHELSEAHTEMPORARY 
PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC AND STOPPING) ORDER 201 7 

1. Transport for London hereby gives notice that it has made 
the above named Traffic Order under section 14( I) of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 for the purpose specified 
in paragraph 2. The effect of the Order is summarised in 
paragraph 3. 

2. The purpose of the Order is to enable junction 
improvement works to take place on A4 Cromwell Road in 
the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea. 

3. The effect of the Order will be to prohibit any vehicle from: 

(1) Stopping on Cromwell Road between its junctions with 
Collingham Road and Ashburn Gardens; 

(2) Entering or exiting Cromwell Road from Ashburn 
Gardens, Courtfield Gardens, Grenville Place and 
Ashburn Place; 

The Order will be effective at certain times from 08:00 AM 
on the 25th February 20 I 7 until I 0:00 PM on 2 I st May 
201 7 or when the works have been completed whichever is 
the sooner. The prohibitions will apply only during such 
times and to such extent as shall from time to time be 
indicated by traffic signs. 

4. The prohibitions will not apply in respect of: 

(1) any vehicle being used for the purposes of those works 
or for fire brigade, ambulance or police purposes; 

(2) anything done with the permission or at the direction of 
a police constable in uniform or a person authorised by 
Transport for London. 

5. At such times as the traffic prohibitions are in force 
alternative routes will be indicated by traffic signs via: (For 
access from Cromwell Road) Knaresborough Place, 
Courtfield Gardens, Courtfield Road to normal route of 
Travel; (For access to Cromwell Road) Courtfield Road, 
Courtfield Gardens and Collingham Road to normal route 
of travel 

Dated this 21 st day of February 2017 
Mufu Durowoju 

Network Impact Management Team - Manager, 

Road Space Management - 

Operations Transport for London 

Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, London, SEI 8NJ 
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LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(SHEPHERDS BUSH ROAD) 
TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 


1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that 
in order to facilitate utility repair works to be carried out in the above named road, it made 
an Order the effect of which temporarily suspends the eastbound bus lane in a section of 
the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, , the 
eastbound bus lane on Shepherds Bush Road, between Nos. 229 and 243 (Rook House) 
Shepherds Bush Road, shall be suspended. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be not required. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so 
far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order will come into operation on the 28th February 2017 and will be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works are expected to commence on Tuesday 28th February 2017 and last for 6 days. The 
dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and works may extend 
outside these dates. 

Dated this 21 st day of February 2017 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 


Local Planning Applications 

London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 


PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 

ACT 1990 

I give notice that applications 
have been made to the Council 
of the London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham as 
follows: FOR DEVELOPMENT 
WHICH MAY AFFECT THE 
CHARACTER OR APPEARANCE 
OF A CONSERVATION AREA 
26 Binden Road London 
W12 9RJ 2017/00410/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension; 
erection of a single storey rear 
extension to the side and rear of the 
existing back addition; and excavation 
of the front garden and part of the rear 
garden to form lightwells, in 
connection with the enlargement of the 
existing basement. 

48 Lysia Street London 
SW6 6NG 2017/00438/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension; 
installation of 2no. rooflights in the 
front roofslope; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level, over 
part of the existing back addition; and 
erection of a part one part two storey 
rear extension at ground and first floor 
level, to the side and rear of the 
existing back addition. 

13 Irene Road London SW6 4AL 
2017/00459/FUL 
Erection of a front roof extension; 
erection of a dormer window on the 
existing rear roofslope; and excavation 
of the front garden and part of the rear 
garden to form lightwells, in 
connection with the enlargement of the 
existing basement. 

12 Tadmor Street London 
W12 8AH 2017/00430/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension, 
involving an increase in the ridge 
height; installation of three rooflights in 
the front roofslope; erection of a rear 
extension at first floor level, on top of 
the existing back addition; erection of 
a single storey rear extension, to the 
side and rear of the existing back 
addition at ground floor level; 
excavation of the rear garden to form a 
lightwell in connection with the 
enlargement of the basement; erection 
of an external staircase from upper 
ground floor level to the rear garden. 
34 Novello Street London 
SW6 4JB 2017/00444/FUL 
Erection of an additional floor at roof 
level; demolition of the existing two 
storey back addition at ground and 
first floor levels and the erection of a 
two storey rear extension. 

53 Milson Road London 
W14 OLH 2017/00469/FUL 

Erection of a front and rear roof 
extension involving an increase in the 
ridge height; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level over 
part of the existing back addition; 
erection of a single storey rear 
extension. 

1 Thornfield Road London 
W12 8JP 2016/05113/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension; 
lowering the floor of the cellar to 
increase height; alteration to roof of 
back addition at first floor level to 
create roof terrace at second floor 
level in connection with the conversion 
of single dwelling house into 2 self- 
contained 2 bedroom flats. 

34 Novello Street London 
SW6 4JB 2017/00443/FUL 

Excavation of front garden and part of 
rear garden to form lightwells, in 
connection with the creation of the 
basement; erection of a single storey 
rear extension, to the side of the 
existing back addition; erection of an 
external staircase to rear elevation 
from basement level to rear garden. 

38 Townmead Road London 
SW6 2RR 2017/00221/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension, 


replace existing window in rear 
elevation at first floor level with French 
doors and a glazed Juliet balcony 
erection of a single storey rear 
extension to the side and rear of the 
existing back addition. 

30 Brackenbury Road London 
W6 OBA 2017/00394/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at roof 
level in connection with the creation of 
a one bedroom self-contained flat; 
formation of a roof terrace at third floor 
level. 

60 Peterborough Road London 
SW6 3EB 2017/00407/FUL 

Replacement of existing windows with 
new doors and window in the rear 
roofslope; formation of a roof terrace 
at second floor level to the rear 
elevation; erection of rear extensions 
at ground and first floor level; 
excavation of the rear garden to form a 
lightwell in connection with the 
creation of a new basement; erection 
of an external staircase from basement 
to ground floor level at the rear of the 
property; alterations to the roof and 
rear elevation of the ground floor back 
addition; demolition of the existing 
porch and replacement of existing 
garage doors with a new door and 
window to the front elevation; 
conversion of the existing ground floor 
garage and first floor office room into 
habitable accommodation; conversion 
of the existing building into 1 x two 
bedroom and 1 x three bedroom self- 
contained flats. 

231 Goldhawk Road London 
W12 8ER 2017/00424/FUL 

Erection of a rear extension at upper 
ground floor level, on top of the 
existing back addition following the 
demolition of existing conservatory; 
erection of a single storey outbuilding 
in the rear garden. 

Maisonette First And Second 
Floors 34 Harwood Road London 
SW6 4PH 

2016/04445/FUL 

Replacement of existing windows with 
new PVCu windows at first and 
second floor level, to the front and rear 
elevation; replacement of existing 
doors with new PVCu doors at second 
floor level to the front elevation. 
Opposite Belushi’s And 
St Christopher’s Hammersmith 
Broadway London W6 7AB 

2017/00106/FUL 
Replacement of existing public 
telephone kiosk with a new kiosk 
comprising of public telephone service 
and ATM service. 

19-20 Ashchurch Grove 
London W12 9BT 

2017/00490/FUL 
Erection of new dormer windows in 
the rear roofslope in connection with 
the enlargement of the existing roof 
extension to no. 20 Ashchurch Grove; 
erection of an additional floor at roof 
level, erection of a single storey rear 
extension to the side and rear of the 
existing back addition and 
reinstatement of the front boundary 
wall to no. 19 Ashchurch Grove. 
Maisonette First And Second 
Floors 790 Fulham Road 
London SW6 5SL 

2016/04684/FUL 
Erection of an additional floor at roof 
level; erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level over part of the 
existing back addition 
(Amended description). 

The Colton Arms 187 Greyhound 
Road London W14 9SD 

2016/05127/FUL 
Retention of a single storey rear 
extension with a rooflight on top to the 
side of the existing back addition; 2no 
new doors to the side of the single 
storey back addition; additional public 
trading area in the existing rear wing at 
ground level and relocation of the 


putting residents first 


FOR CONSERVATION AREA 
CONSENT (DEMOLITION WORK) 
FOR LISTED BUILDING CONSENT 
FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH MAY 
AFFECT THE SETTING OR 
CONTEXT OF A LISTED 
BUILDING 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 13th 
March 2017. See below for ways of 
commenting on applications. 

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
ORDER 2013 
NOTICES UNDER 
REGULATION 13 
6 Lillie Yard London SW6 1UB 

2017/00395/FUL 
I give notice that Throgmorton 
Investments Ltd is applying to 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning permission to 
carry out the following development: 
Demolition of the existing building and 
erection of a four storey building for 
redevelopment of the site to comprise 
a mix of uses to provide office 
accommodation (Class B1) and 
creation of 1 x 3 bedroom self- 
contained residential unit (Class C3). 
65 Davisville Road London 
W12 9SH 2017/00251 /FUL 

I give notice that Mr & Mrs Benjamin & 
Christine Excell is applying to 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning permission to 
carry out the following development: 
Erection of a two storey extension at 
second and third floor level following 
the removal of existing roof; 
conversion of the ground, first, second 
and third floor level into 1 x one 
bedroom, 1 xtwo bedroom and 1 x 
three bedroom self-contained flats. 
Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 13th 
March 2017. See below for ways of 
commenting on applications. 

Signed: JULIEMMA MCLOUGHLIN 
Director for Planning and 
Development 

on behalf of HAMMERSMITH & 
FULHAM COUNCIL 

You can view applications, make 
comments and monitor their progress 
on our website: 

www.lbhf.aov.uk/planning . Click on 
the ‘Planning Online’ logo on the 
Planning Home Page. 

You can also E-mail comments to: 
plancomments@lbhf.gov.uk 

You can also inspect details of 
applications using computers at our 
office RECEPTION FIRST FLOOR 
HAMMERSMITH TOWN HALL 
EXTENSION KING STREET W6 
between 9.00am and 5.00pm, Monday 
to Friday, excluding public holidays. 

If you want to make comments on 
applications please E-mail them 
through our website or post them to 
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
SERVICE PLANNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
TOWN HALL KING STREET 
W6 9JU by the date shown above. 
Please include the application 
reference number and the name of the 
planning officer. We will try to 
consider any representations received 
after the date indicated but this cannot 
be guaranteed so please reply 
promptly. For initial enquiries call our 
information and reception service on 
020 8753 1081 or 020 8753 
1082. 


involving an increase in the ridge kitchen and cool room to the first floor, 

height by 250mm; erection of a rear (Amended description with additional 

extension at second floor level over details and as works have been 

part of the existing back addition; constructed) 

lbhf.gov.uk/ 

planning 

Vv Online 

Hammersmith & Fulham Council 

Send us your comments about 
planning applications via our 
website: www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning 
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Transport for London Notice 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

THE GLA ROADS (CITY OF LONDON) (BUS PRIORITY) 

CONSOLIDATION ORDER 2009 AI0 GLA ROAD (BISHOPSGATE) 

VARIATION ORDER 201 7 

1. Transport for London, hereby gives notice that it intends to make the 
above named Order under section 6 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984. 

2. The general nature and effect of the Order will be to extend the existing 
southbound bus lane on the A10 Bishopsgate from a point 27 metres 
south of a point opposite the southern flank wall of No I Norton Folgate 
to a point 5 metres south of the party wall of nos. 152 and 154 
Bishopsgate. 

3. The road which will be affected by the Order is A10 Bishopsgate in the 
City of London 

4. A copy of the Order, a statement of Transport for London's reasons for 
the proposals, a map indicating the location and effect of the Order and 
copies of any Order revoked, suspended or varied by the Order can be 
inspected during normal office hours at the offices of: 


• Transport for London 
Streets Traffic Order Team 
(RSM/PI/STOT) 

Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road 
London, SEI 8NJ 


• Planning Enquiry Desk 
North Wing 
Corporation of London 

Guildhall 

London, EC2P 2EJ 


5. All objections and other representations to the proposed Order must be 
made in writing and must specify the grounds on which they are made. 
Objections and representations must be sent to Transport for London, 
Streets Traffic Order Team, Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, London, SE I 
8NJ quoting reference RSM/PI/STOT/TRO, GLA/201 7/0043, to arrive 
before 14th March 201 7. Objections and other representations may be 
communicated to other persons who may be affected. 

Dated this 21 st day of February 2016 
Mufu Durowoju 

Network Impact Management Team Manager 

Road Space Management - Operations, Transport for London 

Palestra, 197 Blackfriars Road, London, SEI 8NJ 
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LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(SHEPHERDS BUSH ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that 
in order to facilitate National Grid Gas Main works to be carried out in the above named 
road, it made an Order the effect of which temporarily suspends the northbound bus lane 
in a section of the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, the 
northbound bus lane on Shepherds Bush Road, between Nos. 210 and 232 Shepherds 
Bush Road, shall be suspended. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would not be required. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so 
far as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order will come into operation on the 17th February 2017 and will be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works are expected to commence on Friday 17th February 2017 and last for 4 days. The 
dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and works may extend 
outside these dates. 

Dated this 9th day of February 2017 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 
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moTonpicLS 


020 3092 6096 
Battersea 

Engine and transmission repairs 
Maintenance Services 
H78MotorcYCleService 


GET 

NOTICED 

ADVERTISE 

YOUR 

BUSINESS HERE 

CALL 

02087684920 


Vehicles Wanted 


TOP PRICES PAID 



ALL CARS & VANS BOUGHT 

ALL MAKES 
CONSIDERED 

Scrap, NON Runners 
CAT C | CAT D 
Insurance Write Off’s 
Sports & Classic Cars 
Also Caravans & LHD’s 
NONE REFUSED 



Recovery 

Services 

Available 

All Makes 
Breaking 
For Spares 


020 7737 3886 
079 5622 0013 

www.scrapping-acar.co.uk 


To 

advertise 
in the 

services 

section 
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020 

8768 

4920 


Londoo i Finest 
Viuihill lnAci 


Vehicle Dismantlers 


“• Vauxhall Mania 


London • Finest 
Veuihalt Breaker 


Vauxhall Car Spares and Breakers 

Need a part for a Vauxhall? 

Why pay main dealer prices? 

1000's of Second Hand Vauxhall parts in stock 

\ • Paris for all Car & Van models 

W. 1993-2012 




^ ' * j • All parts cleaned and shelved 

'* Public & Trade 

J • 

_ _ ___ • Fraction of mam dealer cost 

All Vauxhall Cars and Vans Wanted 
Top Prices Paid For Your Vauxhall 

0207 737 3388 

Plot 1. Gordon Grove, Camberwell SE5 9DW 
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Matt finis h adds gloss Begovic: I’m here 

to help the cause 


MATT Smith looks deter¬ 
mined to prove Fulham 
wrong for allowing him to 
leave and join West London 
neighbours Queens Park 
Rangers in the January 
transfer window. 

The giant 6ft 6in centre-for¬ 
ward set Rangers on the way 
to an emphatic 4-1 victory at 
Birmingham City on Satur¬ 
day. 

His thumping header in 
the 18th minute, following a 
perfect left-wing corner from 
fellow newcomer Luke Free¬ 
man, was his first goal since 
scoring Fulham’s winner at 
Preston North End on August 
13. 

Despite having also netted 
the only goal of Fulham’s 
opening victory, against title 
favourites Newcastle United, 
Smith did not figure in the 
plans of Whites’ coach Slav- 
isa Jokanovic - who signed 
Chris Martin on loan from 
Derby County rather than 
promote the former Bristol 
City striker from the bench. 

But Fulham’s loss could 
prove Hoops’ gain. 

After seeing his side end 
their five-match winless run 
in style, QPR boss Ian Hol¬ 
loway enthused: “There is 
much more to Matt's play 
than being a good header of 
the ball and we’re seeing that 
from him since he’s been 
here.” 

With a little more luck and 
better finishing, Smith might 
have scored a hat-trick. 

Smith has quickly struck 
up a productive partnership 
with Conor Washington, who 
doubled Rangers’ lead just be¬ 
fore half-time at St Andrew’s 
with his third goal in five 
matches. Idrissa Sylla (84 
minutes) and Yeni Ngbakoto 
(88) - with a stunning free- 
kick from 25 yards that flew 
in off the underside of the 
bar - added further gloss to a 
brilliant away performance. 

A consolation strike from 
Blues’ Emilio Nsue in second- 
half stoppage time failed to 
ruin Rangers’ day and, after 
seeing this side rise to 16th in 
the Championship table - and 
seven points clear of the bot¬ 
tom three - Holloway was 
thrilled. 

“I’m bursting with pride,” 
he said. “We showed glimpses 
of that performance last week 


IN NEXT WEEK’S LWN. 

MARK LAZARUS EXCLUSIVE 

TO commemorate 
the 50th 
anniversary of 
QPR's historic 
League Cup 
triumph, we'll 
have the first segment of our 
exclusive, new, two-part 
interview with Rangers' 1967 
Wembley match-winning legend 
Mark Lazarus, who reveals a 
candid insight into what went on 
at the club during that golden 
era. 




(against Huddersfield Town, 
a 2-1 defeat at Loftus Road) - 
and the last couple of weeks. 

“Unfortunately, things had¬ 
n’t gone for us but, today, we 
made them go for us. 

“It was disappointing not 
to keep a clean sheet right at 
the end but, to a man, the 
boys looked like they be¬ 
lieved in themselves - they 
believed in what we were 
doing. They looked like they 
understood what we were 
doing and took it on. 

“When we had to change 
something, there were no 
questions. When it got tough, 
they still did it. 

“And we’ve got a fantastic 
result at the end of it.” 

It has to be said that Birm¬ 
ingham were woeful, looking 
every inch a side that has 
mustered just one win and 
lost nine of 14 games since 
Chelsea legend Gianfranco 
Zola was appointed manager 
by the club’s Chinese owners 
in December. 

But take nothing away 
from the visitors, who were 
roared on by X 500-plus sup¬ 
porters who left the Midlands 
still pinching themselves 
after witnessing QPR’s 
biggest road win since they 
claimed the same result, at 
West Bromwich Albion, in 
April 2015. 

Holloway said: “Our sup¬ 
porters, even before the start 
of the game, were really 
great. They were upbeat - 
even though we hadn’t got 
the right results. 

“They can see that the lads 


are wearing that shirt with 
pride. You have to work hard 
- that’s where it starts. And 
wow, aren’t we working 
hard?” 

Holloway believes his team 
are turning the corner: “My 
job (when rejoining QPR as 
manager) was to make every¬ 
one play. And they’re playing 
at the minute, they’re run¬ 
ning around for each other, 
putting their foot in, believ¬ 
ing we can score. 

“The great thing for me is 
that I’ve also got a group of 
players who weren’t involved 
today, and that’s the secret. 

“Everybody has to do a 
stint - we all have to go to 
work. Today, the players cer¬ 
tainly did. And everyone who 
wasn’t involved took it the 
right way. 


“Everyone knows what 
we’re all trying to do. I think 
it’s crystal clear. 

“You can’t always guaran¬ 
tee a good result but I can 
guarantee that we’re going to 
have a right run around - no 
matter what happens.” 

Rangers’ comfortable vic¬ 
tory at Birmingham was 
their sixth away from Loftus 
Road this season and they 
will be hoping it triggers a 
spell of much better results at 
Shepherd’s Bush, where they 
have won only four of 16 
league games. 

They won’t get a much bet¬ 
ter chance of improving that 
poor record than tonight, 
when third-bottom Wigan 
Athletic head for W12. 

It’s also an opportunity for 
Holloway’s boys to complete 
their first Championship dou¬ 
ble of the season. 

They left the DW Stadium 
last August as 1-0 winners 
thanks to Nedum Onuoha’s 
volley. 

On Saturday Rangers go 
back on the road with a trip 
to lOth-placed Preston. 

• NATIONAL League side 
Lincoln City’s sensational FA 
Cup victory at Premier 
League outfit Burnley on Sat¬ 
urday means they now share 
a record with QPR. 

Rangers, who joined The 
Football League in 1920, were 
the last non-League team to 
make the FA Cup quarter-fi¬ 
nals - in 1914. 

They were beaten 2-1 by 
Liverpool in their quarter¬ 
final at Anfield. 


From Page 28 

forward to playing and was excited to help this team. What¬ 
ever happens in the future and what happened before is not 
important. They’re distractions we don’t need. I’m here to 
help the cause, help the team. If the club count on me and 
want me to stay here, I will stay and that was obviously the 
case (last month). I’m happy with that and hopefully I will lift 
a couple of trophies at the end of the season. 

“We are in the game to win trophies and it’s one of the rea¬ 
sons I came here - to play in finals. If the club wins the FA 
Cup, that will be amazing.” 

Begovic is delighted to see Diego Costa back among the 
goals after a five-match dry spell: “He’s had a couple of tough, 
frustrating games. It wasn’t for the lack of trying. His previ¬ 
ous goal had been at Hull. 

“He is a talisman, someone who leads from the front. He’s 
really crucial to us, so it’s great that he’s back firing and hope¬ 
fully that will lift his confidence and he will kick on again. 

“Any successful team needs a top, top goalscorer and that’s 
what he is. He leads by example. There have been a couple of 
times when he hasn’t played, guys have stepped in and we 
have good depth in the squad. But, ultimately, if he is on his 
game, then it helps us all.” 

Has being overtaken by Alexis Sanchez (Arsenal) and 
Romelu Lukaku (Everton) in the scoring charts acted as a 
spur? Can he still finish this season as the Premier League’s 
top scorer? 

“I hope so. I’m sure he will have one eye on that. Knowing 
Diego the way I know him and seeing him on a daily basis, 
he is a team guy. But he will try to get his individual goals in 
and finish top scorer this season. Ultimately, he will do what¬ 
ever it takes for the team to win, just his presence sometimes 
is enough. The work he does for us helps a lot. Hopefully he 
will get top scorer, we win the title and then everyone will be 
happy.” 

• CHELSEA’S under-18s thrashed their Brighton & Hove Al¬ 
bion counterparts 13-0 on Saturday morning. 

Charlie Brown hit four and there were hat-tricks from 
Martell Taylor-Crossdale and Luke McCormick. Conor Gal¬ 
lagher, Cole Dasilva and Harvey St Clair made it unlucky 13 
for the South Coast outfit as Jody Morris’ side ran riot. 

But the Blues’ under-23s went down 4-3 to their Manchester 
City counterparts at Aldershot. Goals from Charly Musonda, 
Josimar Quintero and Mason Mount were not enough to over¬ 
come slick City. 


Whites go West on play-off trail 



FULHAM travel 
to Bristol City 
tomorrow night 
and Cardiff City 
on Saturday 
eager to put 
the dismal FA 
Cup exit to Tottenham Hot¬ 
spur behind them and renew 
their quest to reach the end- 
of-season Championship 
play-offs. 

Head coach Slavisa 
Jokanovic said: "We must for¬ 
get this competition, we're 
finished in the FA Cup. 

"We have to rest and be 


Fulham feeble in FA Cup exit 


From Page 28 

by then Kane had made it 2-0 
and Spurs were out of sight. 

The result flattered Fulham - 
it could easily have been 5-0 or 
6 - 0 . 

Reflecting on a chastening af¬ 
ternoon, at least Jokanovic 
didn't attempt to deflect any of 
the blame for this insipid perfor¬ 
mance on to the officials, who 
might have deemed the second 
goal offside - television replays 
suggested that Ream's back foot 
appeared to play Kane onside - 


at the Putney end and admitted: 
"They took the ball off us easily 
and they took a lot of our en¬ 
ergy. 

"It's a completely different sit¬ 
uation to what we normally find 
in our competition, where we're 
the dominant team and have 
possession of the ball. 

"We conceded such a cheap 
first goal with a fast throw-in. 
They had us under control for 85 
per cent of the game and the re¬ 
sult is fair. 

"After two defeats, they didn't 
want to take so many risks. It's 


very clear that they came into 
the game to be at their highest 
level of concentration. They 
played the game like they were 
playing against Chelsea, and all 
credit to them. 

"The difference between two 
categories was very clear but we 
can learn from how they were 
working without the ball, how 
they worked all together. I was 
impressed with this part of the 
game. They didn't offer us so 
many chances to look for vic¬ 
tory." 

Tony McDonald 


ready for what is important 
right now, which is fighting 
for the top six, and the next 
chance for us is Wednesday 
night. 

"We can't surrender now 
after one defeat at home 
against one of the top Pre¬ 
mier League teams. We have 
to be strong enough to con¬ 
centrate now on what is our 
principal job." 

Last Tuesday's home vic¬ 
tory over Nottingham Forest 
lifted the West Londoners to 
eighth in the table, nine 
points adrift of sixth-placed 
Sheffield Wednesday but with 
a game in hand on the South 
Yorkshire club. 

They should fancy their 
chances against a Bristol side 
in 21 st place and battling to 
stay out of the relegation 
dogfight since winning 4-0 at 
Craven Cottage last Septem¬ 
ber. 

Goals by Tom Cairney, 

Lucas Piazon and Forest's un¬ 
fortunate Jack Hobbs in his 
own net proved enough to 
earn the Whites maximum 
points against the East Mid- 
landers and a second consec¬ 
utive 3-2 home win, although 
Jokanovic was typically far 
from satisfied. 

Jokanovic admitted:"We 


didn't play a brilliant game 
but at the end, after a very 
soft start to the game where 
we found some problems, we 
overcame this situation to 
win. 

"These last two games at 
home we conceded four 
goals. Both teams put us in 
stressful situations without 
pushing us in the box to de¬ 
fend. We made mistakes and 
it's not easy for us. 

"I have to be happy with 
the last 10 minutes, when 
they pushed and took the risk 
and sent on many strikers. We 
were solid and strong enough 
to survive this. 

"We changed tactics after 
20-something minutes, be¬ 
cause it was very clear our 
plan didn't work at the begin¬ 
ning. We weren't good 
enough. 

"With this change we 
found some benefits. It's true, 
we've played some brilliant 
games and we could have 
more points than we have 
right now. But this is football 
and at the end I cannot com¬ 
plain." 

Just as he had in the previ¬ 
ous home game against 
Wigan, when he netted the 
winner in time added on, 
Neeskens Kebano came off 


the bench to have a match¬ 
winning impact. 

Although the decisive mo¬ 
ment against Forest was ac¬ 
credited as an own goal to 
Hobbs, it was thanks to Ke- 
bano's shot that the ball got 
deflected into the net at the 
Hammersmith end. 

"The last two games he's 
been an important impact 
player," Jokanovic said. "He's 
brought us (an extra) four 
points. 

"It's important that on the 
back of the Africa Cup, he is 
working hard and fighting for 
a place in the team. 

"He's been with us half a 
year and I believe in the fu¬ 
ture he can be an important 
player for us." 

After taking on Bristol City 
at Ashton Gate tomorrow, 
Fulham head down the M4 
again on Saturday when they 
travel to revitalised Cardiff, 
who have won seven of their 
last 10 in the Championship 
under former QPR boss Neil 
Warnock. 

Fulham will happily settle 
for a repeat of their 2-1 FA 
Cup third-round victory 
against the Bluebirds in 
South Wales back in 
January. 

Tony McDonald 
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Asmir Begovic proved again what a strong No 2 he 
is in the FA Cup victory at Wolves Picture: Rob Newell 



Ryan Sessegnon (30) 
and Kevin McDonald 
(6) congratulate 
Neeskens Kebano 
after his goal in 
last week's win 
against Forest 
Picture: Rob Newell 


Terry proves his worth 


Skipper leads Blues to FA Cup tie with Mourinho’s men 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 


By Paul Lagan 

ANTONIO Conte will be hammering 
into his players this week the impor¬ 
tance of getting three points against 
Swansea City on Saturday as Chelsea 
resume Premier League action follow¬ 
ing the weekend’s 2-0 FA Cup fifth- 
round victory at Wolverhampton 
Wanderers. 

Second-half goals from Pedro and 
Diego Costa sealed the win but it was 
hard going against the Championship 
side in the Black Country. 

Blues will face Jose Mourinho’s 
Manchester United at home in their 
quarter-final. 

But Conte will be quick to dispel any 
thoughts of replicating the 4-0 drubbing 
they handed out to United earlier this 
season, or Wembley glory in May, as the 
league leaders return to Stamford 
Bridge after successive away matches. 

Having watched on television as Lin¬ 
coln City dispatched Burnley at Turf 
Moor just hours before, the coach ad¬ 
mits he used that sensational 1-0 victory 
for the non-Leaguers as an example of 
what can happen if players’ concentra¬ 
tion is not at the right level. 

“The result was very important to in¬ 
crease the concentration of the players,” 
he said. “But my players have good ex¬ 
perience because a lot of them play in 
England for many years and they know 
the difficulty of the competition. 

“For me, this is the first experience 
(of the FA Cup) but despite this I was 
very focused on Wolverhampton’s 
game. 

“It’s important to tell the players 
what could happen, to repeat this and to 
keep the concentration very high but 


sometimes it’s important to allow the 
players to reflect this themselves.” 

Conte made seven changes from the 
previous week’s 1-1 league draw at 
Burnley, including a recall for 36-year- 
old skipper John Terry, a player he said 
would not be picked on sentiment but 
merit. 

“I want to be very clear, because 
every player deserves to play and I am 
pleased to give them the opportunity. 
But not because of sentiment. The right 
way is to give every player what they 
deserve. 

“John deserved to play in this game, 
he played very well and I’m very happy 
for him. He is my captain and important 
on and off the pitch. And I repeat, he is 
helping me a lot and I’m very pleased to 
have him in my squad, and also to know 
this type of person.” 

On the other hand, Ruben Loftus- 
Cheek and Michy Batshuayi, who 
started the last round against Brentford, 
were dumped on to the subs’ bench at 
Molineux. 

Conte’s explanation is revealing and 
expresses the pressure from the board 
to deliver success first ahead of player 
development. 

“Against Wolves it was important to 
continue to play with Costa, Willian and 
Hazard, and not forget - our target is to 
win, not to try to make all the players 
happy. 

“It’s important to have all the right 
choices because, for Diego, it was very 
important to play, to score. The same for 
Hazard and Willian. I repeat it’s impor¬ 
tant to find the best solution.” 

So there you have it, win at all costs 
- the chances of either Loftus-Cheek or 
Batshuayi starting against United in the 
next round are zilch. 

As for the thorny question of Terry’s 
future, Conte has been well briefed and 
gives the same company line. What 
Terry makes of it remains to be seen. 

“I like to reply this question of John 


but also all the players,” he said. “For us 
it’s very important to be focused on the 
present. 

“Now we stay in a good position, top 
of the table, in the quarter-final of the 
FA Cup. The most important thing now 
is the present, to work and build a good 
future. Then, for sure, we’ll see the sit¬ 
uation of every player. We try to make 
the best decision for every player.” 

Conte admits he would like to see 
Terry lift the FA Cup in May. He said: 
“Yes, I’ll sign for this now. But it won’t 
be easy. Now there are eight strong 
teams with great surprises. But we have 
to think about ourselves, to go step by 
step. This week we start to think about 
the league, when we play against 
Swansea, and, for sure, it will be a tough 
game but it’s important to win.” 

Goalkeeper Asmir Begovic kept a 
clean sheet in the FA Cup victory at 
Wolves. The Bosnian failed to leave the 
Bridge for AFC Bournemouth in the 
January window - because Blues re¬ 
fused to sign a replacement. 

But the 29-year-old keeper, standing 
in for regular first choice Thibaut Cour- 
tois, is a professional, very pragmatic 
and gets on with his job with style and 
humility. 

Of the win at Molineux, the ex-Stoke 
City No 1 said: “Job done is the best way 
to sum it up. The first half was very dif¬ 
ficult, we expected them to come out of 
the gate very strong. They had the 
crowd behind them and the atmosphere 
was very strong. It was difficult for us 
to get hold of and control the game. We 
did that more in the second half, were 
able to create more chances and get two 
important goals.” 

On the quality of Chelsea’s team at 
Wolverhampton, he said: “We treat this 
competition very seriously, we aim to 
win it. 

“What Wolves had done in the previ¬ 
ous rounds played a part (in Chelsea’s 
team selection). They’re a good side and 


it’s a very good club. It was important 
for us to play a strong team and put in a 
performance. 

“The boys defended superbly, espe¬ 
cially the three at the back - Kurt 
Zouma, JT and Nathan Ake. They 
helped out a lot, they stayed together 
and covered each other. We had to deal 
with a lot of crosses and high balls into 
the box. As the game went on we tried 
to stop the crosses coming in, that 
helped out as well, but the three boys in 
front of me did really well.” 

Has Terry still got what it takes to 
perform at the highest level? 

“Yes, absolutely. He’s obviously a 
quality defender, one of the best ever in 
the history of the Premier League. He’s 
got talent, he’s got ability, is always 
good to play with and is reliable. He is 
there for us to use. We have great com¬ 
petition for places, especially in that de¬ 
fensive area. Whenever he’s called 
upon, we are very confident. 

“It’s important for the players who 
don’t play regularly to show their qual¬ 
ity and what you can bring to the team 
when called upon. We try to do that. The 
team is doing really well, so it’s very dif¬ 
ficult to change it on a weekly basis, but 
some of us were given an opportunity at 
Wolves and it was nice to show what we 
can do.” 

Will this be Terry’s last year with 
Chelsea? Begovic said: “You wouldn’t 
know. He trains every day, he’s as fit as 
a fiddle and you don’t get the sense that 
he is coming to an end. What he has in 
his mind and what he is planning to do 
is something only he can answer. I can 
see him continuing to play and while he 
is playing like this, I don’t see why he 
should quit. But if he collects two tro¬ 
phies (this season), maybe that’s a great 
way to go out. Who knows?” 

But what about Begovic’s future? 

“It’s no problem. I’ve been around the 
block, so have experience. I was looking 
Turn to Page 27 



Feeble 

Fulham 


Focus on Craven Cottage 


FULHAM head coach Slavisa 
Jokanovic must hope that 
Sunday's feeble 3-0 FA Cup 
home defeat by Tottenham 
Hotspur will not derail his 
team's more important bid to 
keep on moving up the 
Championship table. 

Harry Kane's hat-trick made 
all the difference in this 
London derby but the harsh 
reality is that the Premier 
League side totally controlled 
the fifth-round tie and were 
far superior in every 
department. 

What disappointed many 
Fulham fans still dreaming of 
FA Cup glory for the first time 
in the club's 145-year 
existence is that their side 
bowed out of the competition 
with barely a whimper. They 
were out-muscled and out- 
thought and failed to lay a 
glove on their Premier League 
opponents, who three days 
earlier had been embarrassed 
by the eighth-best team in 
Belgium amid a relatively lean 
run. 

Tottenham boss Mauricio 
Pochettino paid the FA Cup 
and Fulham full respect by 
naming a strong starting line¬ 
up. In return, Fulham paid 
them far too much respect 
and looked intimidated by the 
visitors. From the outset of 
this one-sided tie, there was 
absolutely no chance of 
Fulham's emulating their 4-0 
victory over Spurs when the 
teams last met in the FA Cup 
six years ago. 

Central-defenders Tim Ream 
and Tomas Kalas had a torrid 
time trying to contain 
England striker Kane; Christian 
Eriksen tormented Scott 
Malone at left-back; and Denis 
Odio had his hands full with 
Son Heung-min on the 
opposite flank. Keeper Marcus 
Bettinelli looked nervy, almost 
gifting Spurs their opener 
with a sloppy forward pass 
that was intercepted. 

Defensive midfield anchor 
Kevin McDonald looked out of 
his depth as Spurs passed 
around him at will, although 
he missed Whites' best chance 
when he headed over the bar 
in the second half. The more 
creative Tom Cairney and 
Stefan Johansen were denied 
time and space by 
fast-pressing opponents. 

It was a tough examination 
of Jokanovic's tactics, too. Up 
front, he opted for the pace of 
Neeskens Kebano rather than 
the experience and power of 
leading scorer Chris Martin 
but theTongalese is clearly 
not suited to the lone striker's 
role. For long spells he was 
isolated, starved of decent 
service and chasing forlornly 
after long balls that were 
repeatedly over-hit or 
misdirected. 

Fulham sacrificed their usual 
passing game for a more 
direct approach but it failed 
miserably. And they were too 
passive without the ball. 

With Floyd Ayite often 
tucking inside rather than 
offering protection to Malone, 
Tottenham right-back Kieran 
Trippier repeatedly advanced 
into space as if enjoying a 
stroll through nearby Bishops 
Park. 

Soon after half-time the 
Fulham boss replaced Ayite 
with the energetic, talented 
young Ryan Sessegnon - but 

Turn to Page 27 
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